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Chapter 00068    1779-1780    

 

Jockey Hollow, 

Ford Mansion  

And  

Washington’s Morristown HDQ 

 

Morristown, NJ 

The Continental Army was stationed at Jockey Hollow which 

is 5 miles South of Washington's Headquarters 

 

General George Washington stayed at the Jacob Ford Man-

sion located at 30 Washington Place, Morristown NJ.  

 

Jockey Hollow is 5 miles south of Washington's Headquar-

ters.  

Our 2nd generation Betsey PEARCE worked at the 

Captain Isaac and Anne Plume home in Newark NJ, 

baking food for the troops.  The food was brought 

North by wagon. 
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1779 Morristown NJ was made up of 250 residents and 70 buildings.  

A smallpox epidemic spread through Morristown from the soldiers, 

making the townspeople angry at Washington's troops (Wikipedia)   

 

Similar thought in 1918 when our Mrs. Minnie Mulvaney Pierce (wife 

of Albert) died 5/13/1918 from the Spanish Flu that apparently 

spread from the thousands of soldiers stationed at the Navy Rifle 

Range, Horseneck Road, Fairfield NJ. 
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Swiss artist Pierre Du Simitiere pen-and-ink sketch shows Conti-

nental Army soldiers with two women walking or riding alongside a 

horse-drawn wagon stacked with supplies. 

An unknown artist sketch of Washington’s HDQ in Morristown NJ. 
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Jacob Ford Mansion, 12/14/1779—1780 Jockey Hollow, Morris-

town NJ. 

“NJ Militia Col. Jacob Ford Jr. die there in January 1777 of pneu-

monia after leading militia troops. During General George Washing-

ton’s stay, this was the home of widow Theodosia Ford and her 

four children, who stayed in separate parts of the house from 

Washington.   

 

Washington lived in the mansion from 12/1/1779 to 6/71780.  

10,000 men encamped in Morristown, building 1,200 log huts.  The 

troops cut down 2,000 acres of trees to build log huts for shelter 

and used wood as fuel for fires.  

 

Today’s Route 202 was a main transportation road for supplies. 
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Bringing food to the soldiers.   

“The winter of 1779-80 is still believed to be the most severe winter 

known in early America—possibly the worst on record in the North-

east United States. Over 20 snowfalls and sustained temperatures 

below freezing made travel nearly impossible for months.”  

 

(2024 National Park Service, Jockey Hollow website) 
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Private Joseph Martin of the 1st  Conn. Brigade. 
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At Morristown NJ, the weather was often 16 degrees below zero 

during the Winter of 1779-1780.   Food was scarce and so was 

warmth.  Our Betsey Pearce baked food at the Newark home of  

Ensign Isaac Plume.  The food was transferred to Morristown. 
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General George Washington slept here.  So did Glen and Freddy 

in Spring 1958 with the Fairfield NJ Boy Scouts Troop #7.  We 

pitched our pup tent in the back right side, as you face the home.  

A glimpse of the nearby small 1780 log cabins made us sad. 

 

We played mumbley-peg near the big tree.  We never lost a leg. 
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