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Chapter 00550   1851 

 

DAVID HENRY PEARCE 

(blind) 

 

   Son of Mark Pearce and  

  Mary Elizabeth 'Eliza' QUACKENBUSH. 

 

Fairfield NJ, Middletown NY 

and Bronx, NY 

 

Henry Harrison Pearce branch #2, generation #5.  

 

David is a 2nd great grandson of Henry Pearce #1 

 

David is the same generation  

as cousin Charles Small Pierce. 

4/24/2025 
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1885—David Henry Pearce resided in Caldwell NJ with Jacob Fred-

ericks VAN NESS  and wife Margaret Bond Van Ness.  They must 

have been a wonderful couple. 

  

Their son Gilbert O. VAN NESS married our Mary Louise PIERCE, 

who was an aunt to David.  David is on branch #2 and Mary Louise 

on branch #3, the same #3 branch as Jill Pierce Bingler.  The men-

tioned people lived near Hillside Cemetery. 

 

Jacob and Margaret had 7 children.  By 1885, their children were 

adults with ages 30 to 40. 

 

These people are buried at Hillside Cemetery. 

 

By the way, Mary was a born before her brother, our Albert Pierce. 

 

The Gilbert and Mary Pierce Van Ness home was on Horseneck Rd 

close to the cemetery.  When entering the cemetery, the house 

would have been about 150 feet down on the same cemetery side.  

Where there are new condo homes.  Their deserted home burned 

down around 1975. 

    

1910—David was living in Middletown New York, working as a 'chair 

cane maker'.  He is noted in the 1910 NY Census as being 

'divorced'.  I don’t find his wife. 

 

1914—lived at 125 West Main Street (Confectionery Store) in Mid-

dletown, NY.   
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About 1885 or so, David moved to Mid-

dletown NY, down the street from his step-

brother Theodore.  Their other 2 young sib-

lings William and Evaline died earlier as did 

both mom’s (Ellen and Eliza).  Their father 

Mark was still alive. 

   

In 1895. Theodore was age 29 and blind 

David age 44.  Theodore was a postman in 

Middletown, NY.   

 

The dad Mark died 3 years later in 1898.  

Theodore and David were the only living members of this family 

unit. 

 

1900 Theodore lived at 10 Olwer Ave, Middletown, NY working as 

a painter.   

 

1907 Theodore lived at 75 West Main St, Middletown, NY.   David 

lived on the same street at 125 West Main Street.  Glen remem-

bers walking many times on that street in 1965-67 when he at-

tended nearby Orange County Community College. 
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Here is a summary of the relatives who helped David. 

In the 1895, Theodore was age 39 living with his family in Mid-

dletown NY.  He worked as a mailman.  It appears that David 

lived down the street in Middletown, NY. 
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1910—David Henry Pearce age 59 lived in Middletown New York, 

working as a 'chair cane maker'.  The 1910 NY Census shows David 

'divorced'.  So far, I don’t find David’s wife. 

 

The 1910 census shows Theodore Pearce and family living at 247 

West 111th Street, NYC working as a salesman and house painter. 

 

It appears that David stayed in Middletown NY until 1923 or so. 
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1914—Mrs. Jane Pearce Mulford died 3/9/1914.  Her WILL 

thoughtfully gave nephew David, age 62, $1,000 per year for life.   

$1,000 in 1914 is equivalent in purchasing power to $32,000 in 

2025 money. 

 

In 1914, the average annual income in the United States was 
around $574, with state and local government workers earning 
slightly more at $699 and public school teachers earning $492.   
(Google 2025) 
 
Therefore, David’s $1,000 per year for life was above average. 

The US started the income tax in 1913 but it was 1% for income 
over $6,000.  So David was not affected. 

Aunt Jane was the 7th and last child of Henry Harrison Pearce and 
Maria C. Bush.  Her brother Mark Pearce was the father of David. 
 
Jane is Glen’s number one all-time relative.  She and her husband 
Henry Mulford did not have children.  They are buried at Hillside 
Cem. 
 
They were generous with their money for family members.  Jane 
managed the cemetery for about 40 years. 
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The 1920 US Federal census shows David owning and living 

at 125 West Main St in Middletown, NY.  The brick building 

may have been his shop for making ‘cane chairs’. 

 

Maybe the grey building was his home??? 

 

As a blind man, David must have struggled in life.  David is on 

the branch #2 with parents Mark Pearce and Mary Elizabeth 

'Eliza' QUACKENBUSH. 

 

Sometime in mid 1920s, David moved to a Bronx, NY home for 

the blind.  After David died in the Bronx on 10/30/1927, his 

Pearce and Van Ness relatives made sure that David was bur-

ied at Hillside Cem.  I hope he has a tombstone.   

 

I bet the the 2025 Pierce’s would have helped David during his 

lifetime.  Glen. 
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Examples of cane chair makers.  This is not a photo of David. 
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David Henry Pearce  28 Nov 1851—02 Feb 1927.  Age 75 

1927 Death Certificate—Home for Blind 

Hillside Cem, Fairfield NJ.  Clinton refers to the Horseneck Road section. 


