
1 

Chapter 03777   1913 

 

JIM BACKUS    1913-1989  (76) 

and 

HENRIETTA "HENNY" KAYE   1911-2004  (93) 

 

Cleveland, Ohio and  

Santa Monica, California. 

 

 Charlotte Pearce branch #4, generation #6.  

 

 Jim is the step great grandson of great granddaughter 

of Henry Pearce #1 

 

Jim is the same generation as cousin Albin Pierce. 

9/25/2024 
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Charlotte Williams PERSONETTE 1817—1905 was a great granddaughter 

of Henry Pearce #1.  She is a 4th generation.  Her first husband John Town-

ley LOCKWARD of Caldwell NJ died 1843 at age 34. 

 

Ten years later, Charlotte married Calvin G. BACKUS, who was a great 

grandfather to Jim Backus the actor.  Charlotte died Oct/03/1905 or 8 

years before Jim Backus was born on 1913.  So she never met Jim. 

Charlotte would be a step great grandmother to Jim. 
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1805 
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James Gilmore Backus’ paternal grandfather James Augustus 

Backus (JAB) earned a 98 grade in his Freshman year at Trenton 

State.  The article is the same day that President Lincoln dies. 

JAB’s was 11 days old when his mother Mrs. Elizabeth Post 

Backus died 3/26/1847 in Caldwell, NJ.  When age 5, JAB’s fa-

ther Calvin Backus remarried around 1853 to our Charlotte 

Williams PERSONETTE.  This is how the Backus line enters the 

PEARCE tree.  Charlotte was the great granddaughter (maternal 

side) of Henry Pearce #1. 

 

Charlotte became the step mom to Mary, Harry and James Back-

us.  Charlotte would have 3 children with Calvin:  Frances, Clara 

and Edmond Backus.  That’s 6 kids. 

 

On top of this, Charlotte brought her 3 children into the Backus 

family, from her previous marriage to John Townley LOCKWARD,  

Those older children were Melancthon, Lewis and Harriet Lock-

ward. zzzzz 
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James Gilmore Backus’ paternal grandfather James Au-

gustus Backus earned a 98 grade in his Freshman year 

at Trenton State.  The article is the same day that President 

Lincoln dies. 
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6/30/1865 
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Jim Gilmore Backus TRIVIA: 

 

Attended and graduated from Shaw High School in East Cleveland, 

Ohio  

 

One of his teachers in grade school was Margaret Hamilton, who 

would later play the Wicked Witch of the West in The Wizard of Oz 

(1939).  

 

He was awarded a Star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame at 1735 

Vine Street in Hollywood, California on February 8, 1960.  

 

Appeared with Natalie Wood in four films: Father Was a Fullback 

(1949), The Rose Bowl Story (1952), Rebel Without a Cause (1955) 

and The Girl He Left Behind (1956). 
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Jim told his dad Russell that he wanted to be an actor.  Dad did not 

like the idea. 

 

“Off Jim Backus went to the Kentucky Military Institute, where they 

were supposed to make a man out of him. His roommate was Victor 

Mature, who later became an actor starring most notably in several 

movies during the 1950s. Unfortunately, Backus and Victor did not fit 

in with the structure of a military school. Backus managed to get ex-

pelled for riding a horse through the mess hall.”  

(2019 Bratenahl Historical Society Ohio) 
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4/21/1880 —5/3/1954 
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Victor Mature   1913—1999  (86) 
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Jim Backus and Humphrey Bogart 

1952 scene. 
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Jim modeled Mr. Magoo after his father Russell Gould Backus 

1893-1954 who rests at Prospect Hill Cemetery, Caldwell NJ. 
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Thurston Howell 3rd (Jim Backus) 

found that out the hard way. He 

played a rich man that realized that 

he couldn’t use his money to get off 

the island.  
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Jim’s dad had died in 1954. 

Daisey and Russell Backus tomestone. 

Prospect Hill Cemetery, Caldwell, NJ 
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1989 
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1989 
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The Daily Telegraph (London England),  
Wed, 7/51989 ·Page 19 
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James Gilmore BACKUS   2/25/1913 Caldwell NJ - 7/3/1989  (76) 

Santa Monica CA. and wife 

Henrietta "Henny" KAYE  3/21/1911 - 12/9/2004  (93). 
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