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Chapter 03998    1918 

 

BESSIE MAE PIERCE 

and 

Roscoe Vincent BRIGHTBILL 

and Thomas Galvin 

 

Mauston Wisconsin, Chillicothe Ohio,  

Portland Oregon and Annison Alabama 

 

George Pearce branch #5, generation #5.  

 

Bessie is a 2nd great granddaughter  

of Henry Pearce #1 

 

Bessie is the same generation #5 

as cousin Charles Small Pierce. 

1/18/2025 1914 Chillicothe Ohio 
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Marriage 2  -  Galvin, 18 years 

Marriage 1—Brightbill, 30 years 
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Roscoe Vincent BRIGHTBILL  3/31/1888—1/17/1948  (59). 

 

He enlisted 9/11/1907 in the US Army. 

 

He served 1914 in at Tienkin, China. 

 

WW1 Organized 4-6 September 1917 at Camp Lewis, Washington.   
Demobilized 22-30 April 1919 at Camp Lewis, Washington. 

 

WW1 - Captain in Ohio 91st division, 181st Infantry Brigade, 

361st regiment, Company B.    Discharged 9/30/1941, 2 months be-
fore WW2. 
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Hoboken NJ to Brest France 

World War 1, 361st Infantry, Companies B and D.  Roscoe Brightbill, 

husband of Bessie Pierce of Wisconsin. 

KAROA transport ship 1918 log 



6 

KAROA 
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Families fearfully saying goodbye at the dock.   

Will he make it back? 

The United States suffered 116,516 military deaths in World 
War I. 
 
This number includes 53,402 battle deaths and 63,114 
deaths from disease and accidents.   
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“In June and July 1918, the division departed Hoboken NJ for 
England.  
 
In September 1918, the division's first operation was in the St. 
Mihiel Offensive in France. Serving under the U.S. Army's 5 
Corps, the division, now commanded by Major General William 
Johnson Jr., fought in the Meuse-Argonne Offensive and suc-
cessfully helped to destroy the German First Guard Division and 
continued to smash through 3 successive enemy lines. 
 
12 days before the end of World War I, the division, as part of the 
7 Corps of the French 6 Army, helped drive the Germans east 
across the Escaut River in the Battle of the Lys and the Es-
caut.”  (Wikipedia) 
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Captain Roscoe Brightbill, US Army 

The Silver Star Medal is the United States' 3rd highest award for 

combat valor. 

 

It ranks 5th in the importance of military awards behind the Medal 

of Honor, the Crosses (Distinguished Service Cross/Navy Cross/

Air Force Cross), the Defense Distinguished Service Medal 

(awarded by the Department of Defense), and the Distinguished 

Service Medals of the various branches of service.   (Wikipedia) 
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Bessie Pierce and Roscoe Brightbill were only married a month be-

fore he shipped out for France in early 1918 

 

But in 1919, Roscoe was coming home to 535 Kern Ave, Chillico-

the, Ohio with a Captain rank and a Silver Star.  The war ended 

11/11/1918. 

Chillicothe, Ohio newspaper 11/11/1918 
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Bessie and Roscoe married 1/5/1918 in Spokane, Washington. 
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Chillicothe Ohio Gazette, Thu, 10/9/1941 ·Page 5 
 
2 months later was Pearl Harbor Hawaii. 
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Springfield Ohio News—Sun 
Wed, Jan 27, 1943 ·Page 6 



14 



15 



16 

Chillicothe Ohio Gazette 
Tue, 9/24/1946 ·Page 1 
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Chillicothe Ohio Gazette 
Sat, 1/17/1948 ·Page 1 
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Chillicothe Gazette 
Thu, 1/22/1948 ·Page 2 
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Chillicothe Gazette, Tue, 1/271948 ·Page 2 
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Widow Mrs. Bessie Mae PIERCE Brightbill age 52 and Tom Gal-

vin married 1/13/1950 at Hamilton, Ohio.  
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Tom died 1968 age 76.  He was the 2nd husband to Bessie. 
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Bessie Mae Pierce  who married twice:  Brightbill and Galvin.  

The B. stands for Brightbill. 

  

In Jan 2025, I found here tombstone in Alabama.  Glen 
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Marian Lorraine BRIGHTBILL died 10/12/1988 age 68. 

 

First married James Edward Oney on 10/3/1942 in Ross, 

Ohio.  Her 2nd marriage was with Paul W. Hughes. 

 

Marian had a daughter Faye Lynn Oney. 


