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Chapter 00311    

1830 Inventor of the Torsion 12-month Clock 

 

AARON DODD CRANE  1804-1860 

and wife 

SARAH A. CAMPBELL 

 

Caldwell NJ  

and Roxbury MA 

 

 Betsey Pearce branch #1.  

 

 Aaron enters the Pearce tree via the Job Crane and  

Betsey Pearce 1786 marriage.  No blood relation. 

 

Not to be confused with three other Aaron Crane’s. 

 

Aaron is the same generation #3 as our  

Joseph Pierce and Nancy Jacobus. 

8/24/2024 
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Aaron Dodd CRANE was the son of  Bethuel N. CRANE and Abi-

gail 'Abby' HARRISON.  All well respected 1700-1800s family 

names from Caldwell and West Orange NJ. 

 

Six generations back from Aaron was Jasper Crane 1602-1680.  

Jasper was born at Bradley, England and migrated to NJ.   A 

6/11/1937 Caldwell Progress newspaper article refers to the ances-

tral home of the Crane family as Suffolk County, England, a short 

distance from the Chilton Church near Sudbury. 

 

Later, Jasper was sent by English King in 1665 with Captain Robert 

Treat, John Curtis and John Treat from Branford, Milford and Guil-

ford, Connecticut.   Robert Treat and Jasper Crane are credited as 

Newark NJ founders. 

 

They reviewed the NJ lands and were sent back with power to se-

lect a site for a town and make a purchase with the Indians.  The 

Indians called it Passaic but the new inhabitants prefered Newark 

after an English town from where their Pastor Pierson had come.  

Nearly the entire town of Trumbull, CT came to live at Newark, NJ 

on 6/24/1667. 

 
 

In 1672, Jasper’s third child Azariah Crane #1 age 23 married Mary 

Treat, daughter of founder Robert Treat.  

 

I think Azariah Crane’s son of the same name later became a doc-

tor neighbor of Henry Pearce #1 in Fairfield NJ.  Need to verify 

more.  This Azariah #2 had a 1711 child Job Crane who married 

our Elizabeth ‘Betsey’ Pearce in 1786.  This shows the Crane-Treat 

connection to the Fairfield NJ Pearce’s. 
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2019 Review:  People still talk about the 1830 Dodd clock. 

 

“It's an extremely rare circa 1848-1850 Boston Clock Co. Aaron 

Dodd Crane Patent Twelve Month Torsion Clock. When I found it it 

was missing its 6 ball pendulum. I showed the owner a photo of the 

proper pendulum, left my card and asked her to contact me if she 

found it.  

A day later she let me know that she had found it and asked me to 

pick it up! The lady, who is in her mid 70's said that the clock had 

been inherited from her grandparents, who had lived in Boston.  

For those of you that don't know, Crane was an American inventor 

and clockmaker who invented and patented the first torsion clock in 

1830. He also invented the first year runner, a clock that ran for a full 

year on one winding. This was decades before European clockmak-

ers reinvented the torsion clock, what we now know as Anniversary 

Clocks and later Atmos Clocks.”  (Warren Brook, 2/24/2019) 
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Clock parts 

2/24/2019  from Glenber:  “What a fantastic piece of history!  

Congratulations.“ 

2/24/2019 from Brian Fisher:  “Torsion clocks have a long period 

(fewer escape clicks over the same period of time) and don't re-

quire much energy because they don't have to fight gravity. When 

you hold the torsion pendulum at full rotation, very little force is re-

quired compared to holding a traditional swinging pendulum at its 

apex.”  



9 



10 


