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Chapter 03830   1878 

 

ARTHUR WALLACE PIERCE 

And 

ROSE GRAEF 

 

Newark NJ,  

and Chicago Illinois 

 

 George Pearce branch #5, generation #5.  

 

 Arthur is a 2nd great grandson of Henry Pearce #1 

 

Arthur is the same generation as  

cousin Charles Small  Pierce. 

Company D 

8/24/2024 
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5th Generation 

He preferred to use Pierce. 
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Arthur Wallace PIERCE was the 3rd of 6 children for George Hen-

ry PEARCE and Mary Ann 'Annie' KLOPPMEIER.  He was born 

6/23/1878 in Newark NJ and died 2/21/1928 in Illinois.  He worked 

as a Machinist. 

 

On his 20th birthday, Arthur enlisted in 6th US Calvary company 

'D' 8/7/1898.  Two days later, his unit left Montauk Point NY for 

Florida.  America saw an opportunity to separate Cuba from Spain. 

 

Arthur age 37 married Rose Graef on 9/4/1915 in Chicago Illinois.  

No children. 
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1898 Cuba, notice a guy in a row boat. 
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2/15/1898  Cuba 

Arthur’s 1898 enlistment papers show his Tanner occupation, 

born in Newark NJ, 5 feet 7. 
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6 months later, our Arthur Pearce arrived in Cuba 

with the 6th US Calvary, Company ‘D’ Rough Riders. 
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Loading soldiers into a ship at Tampa bound for Cuba. 

Loading horses 

and mules. 
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Colonel Teddy Roosevelt, age 39,  was in a different unit than 

Arthur Pierce.  Roosevelt was in the US 1st Cavalry called the 

‘Rough Riders’. 
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Roosevelt’s US 1st Calvary was known as the ‘Rough Riders’ 

even though their horses had not arrived in time for battle.  Ar-

thur Pierce of the US 6th Calvary, likewise horseless, was on 

the left wing of Roosevelt.  Arthur was there. 
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Camp Tampa, Florida.  US 6th Cavalry, troop I. 
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1898 Tampa Florida:  US 6th Cavalry horses and mules were not 

shipped to Cuba.  A snafu. 
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Teddy Roosevelt  1858-1919 (60) 

 

Roosevelt had a life changing event on 

2/14/1884 when he was age 25. 

 

He married on Saint Valentine's Day 

2/14/1880 to Alice Lee.  They lived in NYC, 

however, when Teddy became a NY assem-

blyman, he commuted to the state capital in Albany NY. 

 

On 2/13/1884, while in Albany, their first child  Alice was born in NYC 

the day before.  He received a telegram to rush to NYC because his 

mother and wife were gravely sick.  It must have been a terrible train 

ride. 

 

He was present the next morning when his mother suddenly died on 

Saint Valentine's Day 2/14/1884.  That afternoon, his wife died too.  

He had a broken heart and a two days old daughter.  It was their 4th 

wedding anniversary. 

 

“The death of his young wife Alice, age 22, with whom he'd started to 

build a home, extinguished his hopes for the future and left him reel-

ing.”  (Sara Kettler, 2/13/2020)  

 

Roosevelt wrote in his diary “when my heart’s dearest died, the light 

went from my life forever."  

 

Two years later, Teddy married a childhood friend.  They had 5 chil-

dren. 
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In 1898,  Roosevelt resigned as Assistant Secretary of the Navy to 

form the US 1st Cavalry to fight in the Spanish-American War. 

 

The July 1898 War victory came at a cost of 200 US killed and 

1,000 wounded.  Arthur Pierce was in the participating US 6th 

Cavalry. 

After the war, Roosevelt was a NY Governor 1901 for one year.   

Then US Vice President in 1901 for 7 months.  When President 

McKinley was assassinated on 9/14/1901, Roosevelt became the 

26th US President (Republican) until 3/4/1909. 

In 1912, former President Roosevelt was shot.   

Fortunately, it was not fatal. 
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McKinley, right, was the 25th US President (Republican).   

He was shot in Buffalo NY. 
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Sample relatives living 9/14/1901 BORN Age 

Albert Wesley PIERCE 7/16/1859 42 

Mrs. Minnie MULVANEY Pierce 10/22/1862 39 

Charles Small PIERCE 12/20/1883 17 

Arthur Wallace PIERCE 6/23/1878 23 

Theodore Sanford PEARCE 10/1839 62 

Theodore Sanford PEARCE 4/17/1866 35 

Mrs Jane Maria PEARCE Mulford 9/1/1842 59 

George Henry PEARCE 3/16/1845 56 

E. Elijah PEARCE 6/29/1837 64 

Mrs. Rachel Ann PIERCE Stager 7/1/1842 59 

Bill E. PIERCE 10/30/1845 56 

Mrs. Maggie PIERCE Jacobus 11/8/1848 53 

F. Henry PIERCE 7/20/1850 51 

S. Vene PIERCE 7/11/1854 47 

Mrs. Mary Louise PIERCE Van Ness 9/28/1856 44 

Edward Pearce TOMPKINS Sr 6/1832 69 

Edward Pearce TOMPKINS Jr 10/22/1853 48 

Edward Pearce BUSH 6/10/1852 49 

Elisha PIERCE 1/26/1817 84 

Lyman J. PEARCE 2/23/1826 75 

Henry Lambert WILLIAMS 9/22/1814 86 

Below is a sample of our relatives who heard the tragic news of 

the McKinley assassination. 
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In 1910, Arthur was living in Chicago, Illinois, working as a machin-

ist. 

 

Apparently, he moved back to NJ, single, living in Newark NJ area, 

attending a Methodist Church.  About 1.5 years, he would marry in 

Chicago.  It seems that he lived in Chicago until he died in 1928. 

 

Why did he spell his lastname as PEARCE ?? 
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Arthur and Rose married 9/4/1915 in Chicago, Illinois. 
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1928 OBIT:  uses PIERCE 
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Arthur’s 1921 invalid pension card uses the Pierce spelling.  Same 

for his wife Rose.  Arthur died 2/21/1928.  Rose filed 5/10/1928 for 

the widow pension using Pierce.   

 

I wonder which spelling on Arthur’s tombstone, which I haven’t found 

yet.  He is buried at Mt. Emblem Cemetery, Elmhurst, Illinois. 

 

I will order Arthur’s 1898 Spanish-American War file.  Was he injured 

in the war? 
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Two photos from Al Lencioni of Mt Emblem Cemetery,  520 E. 

Grand Avenue , Elmhurst, Illinois.  Section “N”, Lot 55.  
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