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Chapter 00612    1856 

 

MARY LOUISE PIERCE 

9/28/1856—6/11/1926  (69) 

and 

Gilbert O. Van Ness 

11/3/1854—9/21/1936  (81) 

 

Fairfield NJ 

 

Edward Pearce branch #3, generation #4.  

7/2/2025 
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All rest at Hillside Cemetery, Fairfield, NJ. 
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They married 12/29/1878 at the Fairfield Methodist Church, Fair-

field, Essex County, NJ. 

 

Their home was to the left of the cemetery, maybe 80 feet back in-

to those woods and about 30 feet from the road.  The house 

burned down around 1975. 

 

Per Tues 9/6/1910 Newark Advertiser newspaper, page 9 : 

“Mr. and Mrs. Albert Pierce and Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Van Ness of 

Caldwell Township (Fairfield) are spending a week at Split Rock 

pond.”  Mrs. Van Ness is our Mary Louise Pierce, sister to Albert 

Pierce.  The pond is at Rockaway, NJ.  People hiked and fished at 

this pond. 

 

Gilbert was the 1930s Treasurer for Hillside Cemetery. 

 

Gilbert worked as a Carpenter in 1880. 

 

Gilbert worked 1890's-1906 at the Francisco Fairfield Dairy Farm 

which is now the Fairfield Airport.  There were 200 to 300 cows. 

Gilbert was a manager. 

 

In 3/1926, the Company sold their herd of 300 cows.  An airport 

was built on the site.  
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On this date 5/14/1913, Gilbert was age 59 and Mary age 

57. 

 

The 1913 fire was a financial blow. 
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Gilbert and Mary were members of the Fairfield Dutch Reformed 

Church.  Gilbert was an Elder.   

Newark Evening Star and Newark Advertiser.  Friday, 

1/21/1916,  page 5.  Refers to the FDRC. 

Per Glen in 2025, Just about everyone noted is in the ex-

tended Pearce tree.  I remember Mrs. Grace Dey Smith 

playing the FDRC organ in the 1950-60s. 
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Mary was the 4th generation daughter of Joseph Pierce and Nancy 

Jacobus. 

The writer was 

Mrs. Adelia 

Van Ness Col-

lerd. 

 

She lived by 

the cemetery. 

Glen questions 

the prior owners 

names. 

 

Henry (Hans) 

James Pearce 

was 2nd genera-

tion. 

 

Henry Harrison 

Pearce was 3rd 

generation. 

Caldwell Progress 
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The Fairfield Dairy was located on today’s airport. 
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Mostly Polish workers. 
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Milk bottle sterilization and filling operations for 4,000 quarts of 

daily output.   
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Stephen ‘Dutch’ Francisco, 

pioneer of Pure Certified 

Milk.  Founder and President. 

1891 milk sold for about 8 cents 

per bottle. 
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Headquarters in Montclair, NJ 
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Married on 12/29/1878 in Fairfield NJ.  Married 47 years. 

Hillside Cemetery, 70 Horseneck Road, Fairfield, NJ 

Mary died of cerebral hemoraging; no prior operation.   

 

Her death certif incorrectly notes her mother as Nancy Bush 

but it is really Nancy Jacobus. 


