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Chapter 03110L   9/9/1939 

   

SS SCHODACK 64 REFUGEES 

 

at Le Harve, France port 

bound for Hoboken NJ 

 

ALBIN WESLEY PIERCE 

Former 1923 crew member 

9/30/2024 
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This is a 1939 story about Albin Pierce’s former 1923 freighter ship 

named Schodack.  Albin’s sailing days ended around 1932 but he 

cherished the memory of the Schodack. 

 

In 1958, while watching a WW2 movie with Albin (Gramps), Glen 

asked if Albin had been in WW2.  He was age 36 when the US en-

tered the war in 12/7/1941.  The draft cutoff was age 35. 

 

He said ‘no’ he was not in the war but had been in the Merchant Ma-

rines years earlier aboard the Schodack.  Those fellows sailed in 

freighter ships bound for foreign ports.  I was age 11 and forget most 

of the stories. 

 

WW2 started 9/1/1939 when Hitler invaded Poland.  Two days later, 

bound by pact, Britain and France declared war on Germany.  Ger-

many expected the declarations. 

 

A year later, Germany declared war with the US on 12/11/1941. 

 

 

 



3 

9/1/1939 
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9/1/1939  The man 

who started WW2; 

Hitler. 

May 1940 Nazi flag at Le Harve 

Le Harve France sea port 

captured by Nazis. 
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9/3/1939 
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Gramps Albin and Grandma Mabel Pierce were avid newspaper 

readers.   They read the war stories with trepidation that their two 

oldest boys (Albert and Charles) may get involved in WW2.   

 

They read on 9/3/1939 that his old ship was taking on refugees, I 

suppose mostly Americans stranded in France.  Here is the story. 
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9/9/1939  SS Schodack at Le Harve France boarding refugees 

who are fleeing to the US to escape Nazi Germany.. 

 

The ship sides are quickly painted ‘American’ for any Nazi sub to 

identify.  At this moment in time, America was not at war with 

Germany. 
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9/9/1939  Refugee woman in front of the American flag, stepping up 

the gang plank to board the USS Schodack at Le Harve France 

harbor.  She wore the same dress and shoes for the next 13 days 

sea voyage to America. 

 

Imagine the earlier days feeling of fear that one would not be al-

lowed to board the ship.  When walking up the gang plank, each 

step was a relief to escape the Nazis blitzkrieg. 

She made it aboard.  Could she be Jane Allison ?? 
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The Republic, Columbus, Indiana.  Tues 9/12/1939, ·Page 2 

Sailed 9/9/1939 
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I found the young lady who walked 

the gang plank. 

 

She was in the 9/9/1939 manifest.  

Her name was Miss Jane Elizabeth 

Allison of 803 Franklin Street,  Co-

lumbus, Indiana. 

 

She was born 10/4/1915.  Age 24 in 

1939 when fleeing France.  She 

died 2/3/1998, age 82, resting at 

Greenlawn Cemetery, Nashville, In-

diana. 

 

She was a 1932 graduate of Columbus High School and a 1941 

graduate of McMurray College in Jacksonville, Ill.  

 

She volunteered with the American Red Cross in 1943, at age 28, 

and served in the South Pacific during World War 2.   Did not marry. 

1932 
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End 

Trip took just 13 days. 
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During transit, the Schodack heard SOS morse code from British ships 

that were torpedoed by German submarines.  

Brooklyn Daily Eagle.   9/22/1939,  Fri ·Page 2 



14 



15 



16 

Still the first week of September 1939 at Le Harve France. 
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9/22/1939 
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British  

HMS  

COURAGEOUS  

SUNK   

9/13/1941 

518 die 

The Schodack continued freight trips to France.  However, the ship wor-

ried the Germans may misidentify the US neutral ship. 


