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Chapter 00800    1865 

 

James Barrett STEEDMAN 

1818—1883  (65) 

and 

S. Miranda STILES 

 

Fairfield NJ and Toledo, Ohio 

 

Edward Pearce branch #3  

 

Major General James Steedman is an in-law   

via his wife’s sister Malvina Stiles who married  

Elijah Dodd, whose brother Ezra Squires Dodd 

married our 3rd generation Sarah Ann Pearce. 
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STEEDMAN, James Barrett, soldier, was born in Northumberland 

county, PA., July 30, 1818. He became a contractor on the Wabash 

and Erie canal in 1837, and removed to Ohio, where he was a Dem-

ocratic representative in the state legislature, 1841-43.  

 

He went to California in 1849, but returned in 1850, and became a 

member of the Ohio state board of public works, 1852-56. He was a 

public promoter in Washington, 1857-60, and a delegate to the Dem-

ocratic national convention held at Charleston, S.C., in 1860, where 

he advocated the nomination of Stephen A. Douglas.  

 

In 1861 he enlisted as colonel of the 14th Ohio regiment; took part in 

the battle of Philippi; was promoted Brigadier-General, 7/17/1862, 

and drove back the Confederate assault at Perryville. He command-

ed the 1st division, reserve corps, Army of the Cumberland, at Chick-

amauga, where he reinforced Thomas at a critical moment, thus sav-

ing the army from defeat.  

 

He was promoted Major-General, April 24, 1864, and served in the 

Atlanta campaign, defeating Wheeler's cavalry in June, 1864. He 

commanded the provisional detachment of the Federal army under 

Thomas, composed of about 5000 men, partly colored troops from 

Sherman's army, who had arrived from Chattanooga too late for their 

proper commands, and did good service at Nashville, Dec. 15-16, 

1864. He served as provisional governor of Georgia, and resigned, 

July 19, 1866. He was U.S. collector of internal revenue at New Orle-

ans, but became involved in financial difficulties, and returned to 

Ohio in 1879. He was State Senator, 1879-80, and was chief of po-

lice at Toledo and editor of the Weekly Ohio Democrat. A monument 

was erected to his memory at Toledo, 5/26/1887. He died in Toledo, 

Ohio, 10/18/1883.  

Biographies of Notable Americans, 1904, Volume 10. 
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Chickamauga, Tenn.  Sept 1863 

 

Union General Steedman moved quickly and arrived about 

2:30 p.m., just in time to stop Confederate Lt General James 

Longstreet's attempt to turn Union General Thomas's right.  

 

Steedman is credited with "performing the most conspicuous 

act of personal courage recorded by any army officer during 

the Battle of Chickamauga" and preventing Rosecrans' defeat 

turning into a Union "disaster."  

 

Military historian Ezra J. Warner stated that "His heroism was 

virtually the salvation of the Union forces left on the field" at 

Chickamauga.   

 

During the fight, Steedman was wounded when his horse was 

shot and killed under him. 

James 

Steedman 

 

of Ohio 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_B._Steedman#cite_note-4
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1894 book by William J. Gleason 
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Democrat President Andrew Johnson asked 

Steedman help: 
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Steedman reported to General Sherman during the March 

to the Sea. 


