Chapter 01320 1890

Harriet Vera ‘VERA’ PEARCE
And
Fred Smith

Middletown, NY,
and NYC, NY

Henry James Pearce branch #2, generation #6.

Vera is the 3rd great granddaughter of Henry Pearce #1

Vera is the same generation as cousin Albin Pierce.

9/19/2024



Relationship: Henry PEARCE toHarrietVera 'Vera' PEARCE

Harriet Vera 'Vera' PEARCE is the 3rd great granddaughter of Henry PEARCE

Self
Henry PEARCE Elizabeth Lucinda SPEAR
b: 7/25/1725 b: 5/6/1737
England England
d: 7/8/1788 d: 10/16/1814
Fairfield, NJ Fairfield, NJ
Son
Henry James PEARCE
b: 8/28/1771
Fairfield, NJ
d: 8/9/1842

Vera is a 6th generation Pearce.
She was 15 years older than our

Albin Pierce.

Grandson

Henry Harrison PEARCE

b: 1801
Fairfield, NJ
d: 2/18/1859

Great grandson

Mark PEARCE

b: 1824

d: 4/5/1898

2nd great grandson

Theodore Sanford PEARCE

b: 4/17/1866

d: 1/13/1925

3rd great granddaughter

Harriet Vera 'Vera' PEARCE
b: 8/27/1890
Middletown, NY

d: 3/26/1949




BRANCH 2
Gen Husband
1 Henry Pearce
2 Henry Pearce
3 Henry Harrison Pearce
4 Mark Pearce

5 Theodore Sanford Pearce
6 Frederick Wilmot 'Fred' Smith

1726-1788
1771-1842
1801-1859
1824-1898
1866-1925
*-1950's

Wife

62 Elizabeth Spear

70 Jane Fredericks

58 Maria C. Bush

74 Ellen M. Carlton

58 Leah Walker FORT
Harriet Vera 'Vera' Pearce

1737-1814
1777-1854
1802-1880
1846-1871
1863-1957
1890-1949

1/1/1916 Metro Film star Vera Pearce.

77
76
77
24
23
58



The Theodore and Leah Pearce 1907 family lived at 75 West
Main Street, Middletown, New York.

Glen graduated 1967 Orange County Community College at Middletown
NY. He enjoyed the town.



2024 former home of Theodore Pearce and his wife Leah Fort.

129 Linden Ave,
Middletown, New York




H. Vera Pearce age 21 was baptized 3/17/1912 at All Soul’s
church at West 114th Street, NYC.

Waptisms.

'—7Christian Name and Surname. - Place and Date of Birth.

Day %m‘dil-)a \ - Plaéé. ' No. J




The Theodore Pearce family lived her in 1911. Vera was age 21.

247 W 111th St, New York, NY 1C

(] e Frederick Douglass
- Sculpture and Water Wall

247 W 111th St Co
New York, NY 10026 st

2018 looks like a parking lot now.

Was the location of a building lived in by the { West
Theodore and Leah Pearce family, formerly

from Middletown NY.

The Blockhouse
One of their children was Vera Pearce. ;
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They lived in the home around 1910.

The location is known as Spanish Harlem. A
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Cantina
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Two block away from Vera’s place.

1910 - 109th Street & Broadway - Upper West Side.
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ALOP IHE SIRARD

Strand Theatre, West 47th Street, NY opened 4/11/1914.
It was the largest cinema in NYC seating 3,500 people.



50 cent orchestra seat.

.
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Broadway at 47th Street

Ncw York Photo Play Palace
HEI.L H ARK HAROLD E EDEL

l": st \ l.r: 1 \!4 i(n Marmaging Director

EXECUTIVE STAFF FORTHE STRAND THEATRE

WARDE JOHNSTON Acting Director
:\'. ALFRED TONES, Resident .\1:&33,,":?
DR. J. VICTCR WIIL.SON. Publicity Director
JACOR M. E \'I)I-\,!.‘ Treasurer
. EDOUARDE Musical Director

HUR DEPEW, Organist
RALLPH H. BRIGHAM Organist
FRANK HAMMOND Chief Operator

ENTIRE CHANGE OF PROGRAM EI "ERY SUNDA)
Continuous from Noon to 11.30 P. M.

First Evening Program, 7:30: Second Evening Program, ¢:30

AFTERNOON EVENING

Entire Belcony 15¢ Ralcony,
e s drchestra, rear
Entire Orchestra 25¢C ¢ ;

= = 5 Orchestra, front,

Loges and Boxes 50¢ Loges and Boxes

FEoening Pricést Sati urdays, Sundays dn thda

* $TRAND THEATRE MAGAZINE PROGR M* “
The Efficiency. Advertising Service

Phune 7471 Bryant, . .. .TIMES BUIL I)ING NEW YORK
» 1 .\/ ‘ ¢ \“‘l
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Rolfe Photo Plays Inc.
resents

} THE HOUSE
2 OF TFARS

M A Meiro Wonder |
i play inFiveActsbhy
d Franl Dazey with |

EMILY §
: SIEVENS £

Direcied by
Edwin Carewe

Henrxi Bergman in

#4 1he Supporting Cast

1915
b Rele:;ised on the Y m
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1/1/1916 Vera Pearce, Metro Films
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1/1/1916 Vera Pearce
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Metro Celebrates
First Birthday

SUCCESS CROWNS ANNIVERSARY

HIS is a big week with Metro, as the first anni-

versary of the organization of that sturdy young

giant s being celebrated at the offices of the
Metro Pictures Corporation throughout the United
States, in Europe and Australia.

The celebration is a business event made notable
by a formal announcement of new and large activities
and the setting forth by President Richard A. Rowland
of a broad and elastic policy for the new Metro year
heginning with the first of April.

The new plans include a rotating star system
which has certain elements new to the feature picture
business. Metro’s first year has been one of remark-
able growth from a modest but enthusiastic beginning
twelve months ago to a high place among the impor-
tant factors in the picture business. During the year
Metro repeatedly announced and accomplished big
things, and the management promises a list of sur-
prises for the coming year.

14



CELEBRITY
N. Y. C.

Vera Pearce
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May 5, 1916 Middletown Daily Times Press

FORMER LOCAL GIRL
BOMBARDS NEW YORK

Drops Paper Bombs fromAero-
plane on Defenseless City

H. Vera Pearce, age 25

16



Miss Vera Pearce, former local Page 2
girl and now Movie Star,

who Is first woman to fly over metropolis.

AS a business man walked past the
Woolworth building, in New Yorl,
Yesterday affernoon he saw a vari-
colored cotton ball, about two inches
In. diameter, fall from the skies at

his feet ,

“Queer sort of a thing for a kid to
be playing with,” he muttered as he
passed on. He didn't know that the
little ball of red, biue and vellow was
& bomb thrown from an aeroplane,
hardly discernible to the naked eye
as it soared 4,000 feet above the pave-
ments. Another thing that he did
not know was that a very pretty girl
was throwing 100 of these bombs,
dropping some downtown and some
as far north as Grant’'s Tomb on
Riverside Drive, to show what a hos-
tile flier could do to a defenceless
city in a sudden alr raid.

17



Page 3

Fir:t Woman to Fly Over City.

The girl was Misg Vera Pearce a
motion picture actress, who had the
distinction of berng the first woman
ever to fly over New York. It was
htnlar first trip In an acroplane at
that,

Miss Pearce is o daughter ?t Thené
Dore 3. Pearce, formerly 0
129 Linden avenue, Middletown,
and she at one time resided here
She went to Garden City yesterday
with other *‘movie” folk and camera
men. Tex Miliman, instructor in avi-
atlon for the New York National
(tuardsmen at Garden City, was wait-
ing there for her with a military
tractor biplane of the New Jergey
Aeroplane Company type. She wore
the regulation flying costume, olive
draeb coat and breeches, leather les-
gings and a woollen skull cap, all
comcecaled under a long coat. At the
fleld Zhe threw off the coat, pulled
o gunnysaclk full of bombs from the
automoebile and stepped into the ob-
gerver's seat of the aeroplane.

18



Miss Vera Pearce
May 4, 1916 American Press Assoc.

July 8, 1916 Huntingburg
Independent, Indiana newspaper.

Holding the NYC 'cotton bombs’
with free movie tickets.

19



Page 4

Shortly before 4 o’clock Millman
and Miss Pearce went up, circled
about for a few mnunutes and then
get out sgtraight for the city. They
reached Hell Gate & few minutes

later and cut aoross the northern end
of Central Park to Riverside Drive
at an altitude of between 3,500 and
4,000 feet. Then the bombardraent
began There was a rather stift wind
blowing and the cotton balls were
carried 1n every direction.

Cameras Record Bombardment.

Down the Hudsor River they went
and circled above the Statue of Lib-
erty, then up the East River and
over housetops as far as the Wool-
worth building. There more bombs
were dropped, as a squad of motion
Picture camera men on the Whitehall
building roof ground their ecranks
and tock jards of film for the “mov-
1e” weeklies. Then back to Garden
City they went after having been
in the air less than an hour for the
entire trip.

20



Page 5 of 5

“It was wonderful,” said Miss
Pearce when she landed. ‘“‘Afraid?
Not a bit '"There wasn’t anything to
be afraid of—it was just like riding
on a seesaw.” And to prove it =he
annihilated a couple of sandwiches
and a bottle of milk. “But I was
just thinking,” she went on, ‘“what
I could have done to poor old New
York if they’d Leen real bombs.™

Faach of the 100 hombse thrown from
the it had attached to it an

Cemvelope containing two season  pisses

:lu the Motion Pieture Exhibition at the
Crand Central Palace,

- e ar— ——— - —

5/5/1916 Middletown NY Daily Times Press

5/5/1916 also in the NY Sun newspaper p14.
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Vera Pearce, 1916 actress age 26.
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Monday, May 8, 1916 Boston Herald (Boston, MA) Page: 11

{thtu CPP}"TI:MM inr Unders ﬂm.‘l & Under WOOE. ]
Miss [Vera|[Pearce| and  Aviator John C. Millman Before Start_nz on Their Flight
Over the Metzopolis. Miss[Pearce|Is Holding in Her ‘Arms Some.of the “Bombs”
She Afterwards Dropped From. the Aeropline When 4000 Feet in the' Air,

22



1916 Cats

Vera [Pearce, of Metro, trains cats for
a4 hobby. She has several which will
“roll over dead™ when she tells them
to. We have tried, with every known
missilie, to make the cats of our neigh-
borhood do this trick, but they seem to
belong to the Errong variety of cat.

- L

Moving Picture News, Saturday, 5/20/1916
Oregonian newspaper (Portland, OR)
Volume: LVI, Issue: 17,315 - Page: 7

|\'era.||Pcarce.| Metro ingenuve, is the
firs fly over New York-City
in an aeroplane. She performed the

feat in & military tractor biplane angd
dropped cotton “bombs“ of red, blue
angd yellcw gpon th:: city.

- En

Saturday, 5/27/1916 Oregonian (Portland, OR)
Volume: LVL, Issue: 17321, Page: 7
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The Puntingburg Independent,

Huntingburg, Indiana

Safurdap, Julp 8, 1916

TWO BIRD GRLS.

Aviation Is Said to Be Woman’s
Coming Profession.

“IT'S SUCH FUN TO FLY.”

Already Two Women Are Making Ex-
hibition Flights, and One Family,
Two of Them Girls, Has Founded a
School of Aviation In Texas.

Dressed in riding breeches and o
natty Norfolk jacket and armed with
(harmless) bombs, which she dropped
over Manhattan, Miss Vera learce, ac-
companied by P. C. Millman, recently
flew from Mineola, N, Y, over New
York and around Battery park in a bi-
plane.

Miss Pearce bhas a rival in this new
fleld of enterprise for young wolen,
Miss Katherine Stinson.

At Sheepshead Bay speedway this
young lady, not yet twenty-one years

24

Page 1 of 2

VERA PEARCE

article also in the
Fulton NY newspaper
6/21/1916.

old and welghing only 104 pounds, re-
cently made two long, loose circles of
the speedwuy. On the third time
around, when she was about 2,000
feet above the imitation fort they
were building for the flying exhibition,
she made a swallow’s smooth down-
ward curve, then sheered up and back
over her own path, her head and the
upper part of her machine downward
toward the ground. For a moment
the engine stopped; then the tune of
it began again. Katherine Stinson for
the several hundredth time had looped
the loop, and three miuutes later she
landed without even a jolt. She had
been up less than ten minutes.



Miss Stinson wears no elaborate avia-
tion wardrobe.

Ofter she doesn’t even tuck her curls
under her close fiitiug hood. She wears
a short khakl skirt, high heeled boots
and the two warmest coats she can
find. Sometimes she wears riding
breeches, but she doesn't in the least
object to a skirt. She never allows
wind or clouds to interfere with her
flights. “But I dowu't like rain,” she
confessed. “It hurts. It feels exactly
like sleet when you fly in it.”

Besides looping the loop, she hag car-
rled United States mail, dropped bombs,
made night flights, flown with her
rlane upside down and performed a
number of other “stunts.” *“They al-
ways want some fancy thing thrown

in at the exhibitions,” she admitted
carelessly.

“My sister Marjorie is only eighteen,
and she's a fller, My brother Edwin

is twenty-three, and he flies. In San
Antonlo, Tex., we three are running
the Stinson school of aviation. I have

another brother fifteen years old, but
he wants to go to West Point. My
people on both sides fought in the ctvil
WAT,

(Stinson Airport, San Antonio, TX is named
after her family pioneer flyers.)

25

Vera Pearce - page 2 of 2

“And If Amerira went to war tomor-
row I'd be an army scout,” Miss Stin-
son added stoutly. *“I tried myv best to
make Pershing and Funston let me go
to Mexico. But they wouldn't.”

Katherine Stinson 1891 - 1977

Aviation pioneer. 1917 ambulance j‘l{
driver in Europe in WW1.



27 Aug 1890 - 26 Mar 1949 (58)

[Vera|[Pearce) the noted beauty and
umou m who has posed for the
best artists in this country, has given
up the studio of ink and paint for the
strong lights of the motion piclure
studio. Miss - earce |is playing small
parts in Metro productions and seems
destined to win a Mgh place in the si-:
lent .drama. -

4-25-1916 Bridgeton NJ Evening News

Daughter of Theodore Sanford PEARCE and
Leah Walker FORT.

26



d in 1916 with silent screen

Bayne and Bushman.

Note that Vera Pearce is mentione
stars such as the Barrymore’s,
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H. Vera Pearce
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News of Motion Picture World newspaper, Sunday 4/30/1916.
Also The Withita Eagle newspaper.

Another Model 4301916
Deserts to Screen

Yera Pearce, one of the most beau-
tiful young models in New York, who |
has posed Tor Charles Dana Gibson,
Harrison Fisher, Howard Chandie» |
Christy, J. Campbell Phillips, Harry |
Watrous, Herhert A. Morgan and
hosts of other famous artists and
whose pretty face has graced the lead- :
ing magazines of the country, has an- |
swered the call of motion pictures and
§{s now appearing exclusively in Metro
productions., So far Miss Pearce has |
played but small parts, but she has|
proved exceedingly gifted iIn dramatlci
work for a beginner, and with her|
great beauty as an asset she should |
rapidly forge to the front. |

- ———— e

Page 1 of 3
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Miss Pearce was last seen with

)
!

¥rancis X. Bushman and Beverly |
Bayne in “Man and His Soul,” and be- |

fore that with Julius Steger in “The |
Blindness of Love.” \iss Pearce was
first engaged to play the part of a
mode! in a studio scene, and she bhe-
came so enamored of the new life |
that she has practically given up pos- |
ing for artists and is devoting all her!
energies to the study of motion pilec- |

ture work.

Miss Pearce was born and reared in

Middletown, N. Y., and while on a vislt
to her brother in New York City at a;
NWew Years' eve party she attracted

the attention of a famous artist, who

sought an introduction to her. At

first her famlly was opposed to her |

posing, but finally gave in to her
wishes, Within a year she became
one of the best-Known models in New
York, with a national reputation.

Page 2 of 3
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Not only has she been in great de-
mand by pen and ink and water color
artists, but she has posed for many
eminent portrait painters and was the
original of many well-known plcture-a
in oil. Afong them are *“The Fairy

Tale,” by J. Campbell Phillips, which
‘was hung In the National ®cademy,
and “The Age of Wonder,” by the
same artist, which was shown in the

’!.pm club.

Page 3 0of 3
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'FAMOUS MODEL JOINS
METRO’S STUDIO STAFF

\Vera PPearce, one of the most beau-
tiful voung models in New York, who
has posed for Charles Dana Gibson, Har-
rison Fisher, Howard Chandler Christy,
J. Campbell DPhillips, Harry Waltrous,
Herbert A. Morgan and hosts of other
famous artists, and whose pretty face

has graced the leading magazines of
the country, has answered the call of
motion pictures and is now appearing
exclusively in Metro productions,

So far, Miss Pearce bhas played but
small parts, but she has proved ex-
ceedingly gifted in dramatic work for
a beginner and with her great beauly
as an asset, she should rapidly forge to

the front,

>~ Pro— —

Scranton Republic, Tues 4/24/1916
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~ Vera Pearce, the woted beauty and
I‘amohﬁ model, who has posed for Lhe
hest artistos in  this country, has
gh' m up the studio of ink and paint
for the stvong lights of the mollon pic:

(ure safudio, Miss Pearce {8 playing
small parts in Metro produections and
seems destined to win a high place
In the silouf drama.

Logansport Pharos Reporter, Monday 4/24/1916
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MODEL NOW IN MOVIES

Vera| |[Pearce,| the noted beauty""
and famous model,, who has posed

for the best artists in this CO".IIItI'}"'
nas given up the studio of ink an&
paint for the strong lizhis

motion picture studin. JMiss Pearce
is playving small parts in Jetra.
nrocguctions and seems destined to-
win a high place in the silent dramao:

4/30/1916 Trenton Evening Times.

Charlie Chaplin
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MAN AND HIS SOUL

Vera Pearce is to be starred by
the Metro compan, She's a hand-
sorme Eirl who' has posed frequently
for Charles Dana Gibson, Figher,
Christy and the rest of them  She

grew up in Middietonwn, N. Y, and
has had small parts 1n several stag-
ed plavs Im pictures she was last
geen in  the Bushmaun-Bayne play,
“Man 2nd His Soul”

Times Democrat Lima Ohio, Saturday 4/22/1916
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METRO
Pictures Corporation

FRANCISX BUSHMAN &

and BEVERLY BAYNE in

MANand HIS SOUL

A 5 Act METRO wonderplay

of exiraordinary power

Directed by JohnW Noble
and produced by
Quality Pictures Corporation

'MAN AND HIS SOUL'

is 2 1916 American silent melodrama film produced by
Quality Pictures and distributed by Metro Pictures.

(Years later, it merged as "Metro Goldwyn Mayer" with
the roaring lion.)

The film was directed by Metro's resident director John
W. Noble and starred Francis X. Bushman and Beverly
Bayne.

Much of the film was shot in Jacksonville, Florida. The
film is now considered a lost film.

It was a 5 reel silent film that debuted 1/31/1916.
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Man and His Soul

Full Cast & Crew
: Ry 1916 1/31/1916

Directed by

John W. Noble
Cast
3 Francis X. Bushman * ... John Conscience / John Power
a Beverly Bayne * ... Mary Knowles
g Edward Brennan ... Reverend Edward Knowles
a
Charles Prince ... Stephen Might Sr. (as Charles H. Prince)
& John Davidson ... Stephen Might Jr.
m Helen Dunbar ... Mrs. Conscience, John's Mother
Grace Valentine ... Eve
Etta Mansfield ... Undetermined Role
Fred Sittenham ... Undetermined Role
A
‘4 \/era Pearce
7
&l Anita Snell ... Little girl

38



THE MOVING PICTURE WORLD 419
April 15, 1916

Vera Pearce a Metro Actress

ERA PEARCE, one of the most striking young models

‘/ in New York, who has posed for Charles Dana Gibson,
Harrison Fisher, Howard Chandler Christy, J. Campbell
Phillips, Harry Watrous, Herbert A. Morgan, and hosts of
other famous artists, and whose pretty face has graced the
leading magazines of
the country, has an-
swered the call of mo-
tion pictures and is now
appearing exclusively in
Metro productions. So
far, Miss Pecarce has
layed but small parts,
gut she has proved ex-
ceedingly gifted in dra-
matic work for a be-
ginner and with her
great beauty as an
asset, she should rapid-
ly forge to the front.
Miss Pearce was last
seen with Francis X.
Bushman and Beverly
Bayne in “Man and
His Soul,” and before
that with Julius Steger
in “The Blindness of
Love.” Miss  Pearce
was first engaged to
play the part of a model
in a studio scene, and

she became so emamor-  Moving Picture World, Volume 28
ed of the new life that

she has Practically

given up posing for artists, and is devoting all her energies
to the study of motion picture work.

Miss Pearce was born and reared in Middletown, New York,
and while on a visit to her brother in New York City at a
New Years' Eve party she attracted the attention of a famous
artist, who sought an introduction to her. At first her family
was opposed to her posing, but finally gave into her wishes.
Within a year she became one of the best known models in
New York, with a national reputation. Not only has she
been in demand with pen and ink and water color artists,
but she has posed for many portrait painters and was the
original of many well known pictures in oil. Among them are
“The Fairy Tale,” by J. Campbell Phillips, which was hung
in the National Academy, and “The Age of Wonder,” by
the same artist, which was shown in the Lotus Club.
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Vera Pearce posed for oil Victorian paintings by famous artist
J. Campbell Phillips. Vera was painted in “The Fairy Tale”
and “The Age of Wonder”.

J. Campbell Phillips 1873-1949

He had a New York City
studio at 11 East 59th Street.
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THE MOVING PICTURE WORLD
3rd Annual Exhibit at Grand Central Palace, NYC

5/20/1916 page 1310 A Whirlwind Finish.

Interest in the Exposition grew apace as the day went on.
The attendance of the public had been most gratifying from
the start, but by Thursday and Friday night “the gate” had
exceeded the fondest expectations of the management, while
Saturday night brought a whirlwind finish. From eight to
ten o'clock it was most difficult to move about on the
floor. When the throng was at its height, on Friday night,
a sensation was caused by the appearance of filmdom’s
daintiest star, Billie Burke. The sweet and radiant beauty
was accompanied and escorted by George Kleine, who has
been her sponsor since when she stepped across the threshold
of Hlmdom. “'!"§ Burke was casily the star of stars. The
throngs followed ner and at times enthusiastically acclaimed
her. All these po‘)ular demonstrations did not ruffle the
young woman in _the slightest and everybody enjoyed her
demecanor of unaffected simplicity.

Friday saw one of the Vera Pearce is age 26

great features which had been arranged in connection witn
the Exposition. an aeroplane flight over and around Man-
hattan Island by Miss Vera Pearce, the film star, and P. il
Millman, the aviator. Miss Pearce dropped bombs, which
contained invitations to the Exposition. The bombs used
by Miss Pearce were small vari-colored balls, stuffed with
cotton, and attached to an envelope containing several com-
limentary tickets to the Third International Exposition of
Motion Picture Art,

Billie Burke was a famous
actress. 20 years later, she
was the Good Witch in the
1939 Wizard of OZ.

Photo is Burke with Judy
Garland in 1939.
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1916

[Wera [Pearce|is to be starred by the
Aefro company. She's a bandsome girl
who has posed frequentiv for Charles
Dana Gibson, Fisher., Christyv aprd the
rest of them. She grew up in Middle-
town, N. Y., and has had smull parts
in several staged pla\s. In »victures!
she was last seen in the Bushman- |
| Bayne play, “Man and His Soul”™

|

Tuesday, April 25, 1916 Evansville Courier and Press
(Evansville, Indiana) Page: 3

Body builder and actor Francis X. Bushman
He was called "King of Hollywood" until Clark Gable dethroned him.

Bushman and Corrine Griffith
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‘MiSS PEARCE BUYS AERO.
"eIist; Vera Pearce. formerly- of Mid-
dletown, and now of New- York city.
has just purchased a new Curtiss bi-
plane, accerding to - her  brother,
George, who is v_isiﬁng in this cits.

Middletown Times Press, NY Thurs 7/13/1916

Vera did not have a brother George. She had 2
brothers: Leon and Ray Pearce.

| wonder if she really purchased the plane?
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Vera [Pearce] the pretty end popular
ingenue who has appeared In many
Metro preductions, and is now at work
in the big screen production of “Romeo
and Juliet,” has received an offer from
a Chicago company to be featured In a
sories of aeroplane stories of the
screen. Miss. [Pearce|is the only girl
that ever flew over New York City, and
recently made z flight for Metro dur-
ing the exhibitors’ conventlion, golng
from Garden City to Yonkers and back
to the starting pcint after cireling over

Manhaitan. 1916

Thursday, September 14, 1916 Oregonian (Portland, OR)
Volume: VIl Issue: 17414 Page: 8

There were 2 Romeo movies made in 1916. Vera played a small
part in the version directed by John Noble. Not the William Fox
version. 2013 Wikipedia

Ramen &
Juler
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1916

Vers Pearce, who has been appear- |
ing in prominent reles in Metro won-
der playvs and is now working in the
hig =cregn production, "Romeo and
[ Juliet,” in which Trancis X, Bush.
oian and Beverly 'Bavne are starred,
is arrancging to join the Fed Cross as
a nurse in the« event the Unitend
ftates DLecomes nvelved in war.
Miss Pearce is a truly fearless -gird
and is (he only woman who ever
flew over Wew York city in an-aero-
plane, a feat few mien have accon-
plished.

1

Racine Journal News, Racine, Wisconsin, 9-21-1916

1916 Metro movie Romeo and Juliet

Metro spared no expense in bringing Romeo
and Juliet to life. Replicas of medieval
Verona streets were constructed in the
center of Brighton Beach. The elaborate sets
had to be completely rebuilt when a terrific
storm whipped through the area.

Other exteriors were filmed at Greenwich,
Connecticut, with interiors shot in the New
York studio. For the Capulet home, director
John W. Noble utilized an authentic castle
that he discovered in one of the city's
neighborhoods.
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9/20/1916

Vera Pearce, who has been appear-
ing in prominent roles in wonder
playvs and is now working in the big
screen preduction, “Romeo and
Juliet,” in whick Francis X. Bush-
man and Beverly Bayne are starred,
'is arranging to join the Red_ Cross

as a nurse in the event the TUnlted
‘States becomes involved in war. Miss
‘Pearce is a truly fearless girl and is
‘the only woman who ever flew over
New VYork city in an aeroplane, a feat
few men have accomplished,.

v W ¥

Janesville Daily Gazette, Wed 9/20/1916
Racine Journal News, 9/21/1917

Be aTrained Nurse

1916 Red Cross bound.

46



5/20/1916

Vera Pearce and her airplane cotton balls.

WITH WHICH IS INCORPORATED THE NICKELODEON

CHICAGO, MAY 20, 1916

No. 21 _

Fxpositions Close Therr Doors

TWO SUCCESSFUL. EVENTS ENDED

Two reels were shown Saturday at the exposition.

The bombardment of New York was another fea-
ture which attracted attention. Vera Pearce, the Met-
ro star, accompanied Aviator John C. Millman, on an
aerial ride circling from Mineola to New York and
return, Two hundred soft cotton “bombs,” to each of
which was attached an envelope containing two season
passes to the exposition, were used in the bombard-
ment.
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H. Vera Pearce 1890 - 1949
1916 Photo
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A Daughter of the:
Elements
[Continued from Page Twelve)

Magazine Cover.” She was “discovered”
pictorially by Harry Green, the artist, and
later posed for Charles Dana Gibson, How-
ard Chandler Christy, Harrison Fisher,
Harry Watrous, Irvins Wiles, and Camp-
bell Phillips. She was the original of “The
Fairy Tale,” and “The Age of Wonder,”
both portrait paintings by Phillips. She is
valuable as a model for the wholesome, at-
tractive, every-day type of American girl,
and she looks equally well in a middy
blouse or an claborate ball-gown.

First going into motion piclures as a
model in a studio scene, Miss Pearce was
soon playing more important parts. She
has been seen in “Man and his Soul”
“The Blindness of Love,” and “Her Reck-
oning, or Tables Turned,” and will appear
in the forthcoming Metro production of
“Romeo and Juliet.”

Asked whether she liked working for the
motion picture, Miss Pcarce was enthu-
siastic.

"YES. I love it,””she said. “But the
truth is, I like everything. 1 like
riding, swimming, skating, dancing—every-
thing. I can’'t understand girls who say
that their hearts will break if they cannot
do certain things. There are so many pos-
sibilitics for happiness. If we are de-
prived of one, there is always something
clse,

“I don"t want to throw out any induce-
ments to fate, but 1 think it would be im-
possible to break my heart. If something
were taken away, there wonld always be
something clsé to take its place.”
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"Motion Picture News"

5/27/11916 page 3227 VERA

VERA PEARCE, OF METRO, DROPS
“BOMBS™ AS PREPAREDNESS
LESSON

Vera Pcarce, one of the Metro Picture
Corporation’s crop of ingenues, is the first
woman to fly over New York City in an
aeroplane, She performed this feat with
the aid of Tex Millman, instructor in avi-
ation for the New York National Guard,
in a military tractor biplane,

Circling above the city at a height of
4,000 feet, Miss Pearce threw down cotton
“bombs” of red, blue and )cllow This
was done as a hint to the city, for Miss
Pearce believes in preparedness. Attached
to each “bomb " was an envelope contain-
ing two season tickets to the Motion Pic-
ture Exposition at the Grand Central Pal-
ace.

IVlotionRichuie

; A new LASKY star

the eminent Japanese artist

SESSUE HAYAKAWA §

famed for his perfor mmmm Th-Ch
“The Clue" d “The t Sin™

“ ALIEN SOULS”

This w«k attr action in America's

Camamtan o
FAMOUS PLAYERS FILM SLEVICE,
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Hayakawa was a fa-
mous 1916 actor. He
appeared in the 1957
movie ‘Bridge on the
River Kwai'.

"THE BRIDGE
ON THE
y  RIVER KWAN

Eal
-

4 Sessue Hayakawé
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2[12[1917
AT THE PASTIME

Romeo and Juliet, With Francis X-
Busxhman &and lkvrr{[\* Fiayne in
Leading  Roles,  Yednesday ani
Thuraday

The Pastimo theatre offers today
“Pearl of the Army” in two reels,
“The Girl From 'Frisco” in two reets,
and a single rcel, making a b.reel
show. Tomorow “The Shielding Shau
ow" wil be ran in two yeels and thice
other veels will be shown, making

O-reel show, the prices hoth dayn be
mgg b 2ad 10 cents, Wedariday and
Thuralay Shakespeare’s “Romeo ar !
Juliet”, f{eaturing PFranciz X. DBuasl
men end Beverly Bayne will be of-
fercd. In this picture will nlso bhe

scen Mario Booth, nicce of the cele ﬂ

brated Edwin Dooth. Vera Pearce.}
the oly girl that ever flew over Now
York i an acroplane, also  tukes
art., The story of “Romeo and Ju
A" i8 onp of the =most fumiliar und
eautiful ever sercened, and will be
cne uf the best pletures ever offered
in Lumberion in 8 reels. Schedule of
shows will be 1, 8, b, 7 and 9 o’clocs
both days. Prices will be 25 ecents
for adults and 10 centa for children.

e —— = p— -

The Robestonian, Monday 2/12/1917
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Wish we
could find
those mov-
ie reels.



1917

FILM CLOSE-UPS

Nera Pearcel of Metro, was for-
merly an artist's. model posing for
Fischer, Christy Gibson, and oiher
famous artists. She last adpeared In
“"Romeo and Juliet.”

Sunday Times-Advertiser Trenton NJ, Sunday,
2/18/1917, Page 22.
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Tuesday, 3/20/1917 Paper: Watertown Daily Times
(Watertown, NY) Page: 3

AVIATORS DROP FLOW ERS -
ON INSTRUCTOR'S GRAVE

- m——

Twelve Pupils of Pater Cari |Milln‘lan
Pay Tribute.

Naw York, 'mhrrln 20 —Twelve pu-
nils of. Peter Carl [ one of the
gmu-nnwnfs mbs m;ra M= aviation
pinstructors, will fiy over his grave to-
| morrow and drop flovers at the con-:
clusion of [lillman]s funeral. [Millman]i
 died Si.n{]m night {ifptfum{mm altor |
| five years' experience as an aviaior!
and many spectacular ﬂiﬁhtr- “rrhnurl

a serious accident, He was 22 yvears
old.
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1916. The "Metro" in Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer (MGM) began in a
small studio alongside the St. Johns River, where Metropolitan
Park now stands.
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2/12/1917
AT THE PASTIME

Romeo and Juliet, With Francis X-
Buxhman and llt*rrr:f* Fayne in
Leading  Roles, Wednesday anidl
Thuraday

The Pastimo theatre offers today
“Pearl of the Army” in two reels,
“The Girl From 'Frisco” in two reets,
and a single reel, making a b.reel
show. Tomorow “The Shieclding Shuid
ow" wil be ran in two yeels and thice
other reels will be shown, malking o

6-rocl show, the prices hoth dayn be
mgg b 2ad 10 cents, Wedarsday and
Thuralay Shakespeare’s “Romeo ar t
Juliet”, featuring Feanciz X. Busl
men ond Beverly Bayne will be of-
fered. [In this J)iutura will nlso he
scen Murie Booth, nicce of the cele ﬂ
brated Fdwin Dooth. .\!m_liv.ﬁg
the oly girl that ever flew over Now
York i an actoplane, also  tukes
art. Thae story of “Romeo and Ju
" is one of the most fumiliar un.IH
eautiful ever sercened, and will be
cne uf the best pletures ever offered
in Lumberion in 8 reels. Schedule of
shows will be 1, 3, b, 7 and 9 o’clocs
both days. Prices will be 25 eents
for edults and 10 centa for children.

i " L & -

The Robestonian, Monday 2/12/1917
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While Jacksonville and the movie industry
seemed to be a great match for each other, the
relationship would not last. Many residents didn't
like the industry's reckless ways, such as using
fire alarms to get people out of buildings for
crowd scenes, and considered the films vulgar.

In 1916, incumbent J.E.T. Bowden lost the
election to an anti-movie candidate named John
Martin. By 1920, most movie companies fled
Jacksonville for a new place of business called
Hollywood, and the rest is history.
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/J Ethel Barrymore, Francis X. Bushman, Valli
Valli, Emmy Wehlen, Emily Stevens,
Martha Hedman, Mme. Petrova, Hamilton
Revelle, Edmund Breese, Mary Miles Minter,
| Beverly Bayne and 30 other great stars
appear constantly in

METRO PICTURES

A

ETRQ
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Famous actor / actress in
her Metro Studio.

METRO PICTURES CORPORATION }

A PAIR OF
*CUPIDS¥;

Written s Adapted by
Luther A .Reed
Directed by Charles) Brabin,

Francis Bushman

n mc
Monoﬂllaum

.~

Bushman was
married to Bayne.
They were the #1
silent screen stars.

vax G0 MY e i . No. 11

Francis
Bushman

61



mun:: - avoma

House l-v a 1 ote of 373 to 50 Passes ]om! Resolubon

\VAHISl[llAH[IlHHl&

President Wilson and the House declared war, 373 to 50, on Ger-
many on 4/6/1917, nearly 3 years after WW1 started.

Vera Pearce and Captain Frickie (Fred) Smith were dating in NY.
They would marry 5 months later. On 9/17/1917.

Fourteen months later, a ceasefire and armistice was declared on
11/11/1918 at 11 PM. Shorty after, the Spanish Flu was brought to

America.

Our Mrs. Minnie Mulvaney Pierce died 5/13/1918 age 55 after 9
days with the flu. She was the wife of our 4th generation Albert
Wesley Pierce of 90 Pier Lane, Fairfield NJ.

WAKE UP AMERICA!

A4S (,s"
CIVILIZATION CALLS
EVERY MAN WOMAN = CHILD!




Frickie (Fred) Smith joined the Army on 5/29/1917, a month after
the US declared war on Germany. He was stationed at 3 US forts,
mostly as a Captain. The best station being Fort Wadsworth in

Staten Island NY. It appears that he and Vera had an apartment at
66 East 86th Street, NYC.

WW1 ended 11/11/1918. Nine months later, Frickie was discharged
8/26/1919.

Vera Pearce’s younger sister Ruby Pearce married an Fred’s Ar-
my friend Charles Herzer. Ruby grew up in Walden NY.

Ruby daughter Joan Herzer married Don Miller Sr., had a child Don
Jr. who graduated 1965 West Essex High School with Glen Pierce.

| remember Don asking me if we were related but since my last-
name spelling was different, we did not figure this out. | lost track of
Don who died 2004. He was super smart in HS. Was our baseball
statistician while | played on the team.

OFFICER—RA ‘

Smith Frederick Wilmot White ,
(Surname) (Christian name) b e . 7
* Residence. 68 & 86 $t New York & NEW YORK
(Street and house number) (Town or city) (County) (State)
e Westford Mass Mch 30/1893; i
i Appointed 383 remarks; /‘L ..g.‘ o i
§ Attended § TPME:%‘ R =
+ Promotions : Prov 1 Lt CAC I-";ay 29_ 17; Temp Capt CAC lch 18/18; &

e oments: Prov Capt CAC Mch 18/18;
CAC to disch;

A e Ft Lonroe Va; Ft Wadsworth NY; Ft Hamilton N Y; _
Engagements : Ft Tilden XN Y; s
XX
Wounds received in action : None. Service Start Date 29 May 1917
|| Served overseas XX _ s
¢ Resignation acceptodzug 36/19; Appt Tem; s
Was reported 0 per cent disabled on date of separation from service, in view of occupation.
REMARKS : (OVBI‘ ) -

* For graduates U. 8. M. A., give residence at date of appointment thereto; for officers appointed

Form No. 84a-~2 from the Army, residence at date of enlistment ; for all other officers, residence at date of appoint-

A. G. 0O, ment to the Army. 7 Insert place and date. I For data concerning appointment, promotions, and

Mar. 17, 1921, organizations and staff assignments, see Army Register. § Strike out if he did not attend a training
camp. || Give date of departure from and return to the United States. § Give date.
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9/21/1917 Church of the Archangel, All Souls Church, NYC, NY.
Harriet Vera Pearce married Frederick Wilmot Smith.

Our Helen Herzer notes that Fred was living 1917 at 68 East 86th
Street, NYC, NY. (Glen lived one street away 1977-1978 at East
85 St and Yorkville.) Fred was an Army Captain in WWI. He was
stationed at Fort Wadsworth, Staten Island NY before the mar-
riage. | suppose the East 86th Street apartment was after they

married.
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9/21/1917

! MARRIAGES. :

RESIDENCE

Married at All Souls Episcopal Church, 88 Nicholas Ave at West 114th Street, NYC, NY.
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Vera and Frickie (Fred) married in this 1917 NYC

ca 2017 88 St. Nicholas Avenue, near 7thAvenue, NYC, NY.
All Soul's Episcopal Church

Per Archivist Wayne Kempton, Episcopal Diocese of
New York: 8/27/2018

"1n 1906 All Souls’ Church (Anthon Memorial) and the
Church of the Archangel were merged under the name of
the former All Souls' but with the church of the latter.”

The Theodore and Leah Pearce family worshipped here.

H. Vera Pearce was married here on 9/21/1917 to Frickie Smith.
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Vera and parents lived at
247 \West 111th street, NYC,
NY. Just 3 blocks from the

church.

Fred was stationed at Fort
Wadsworth, Staten island,

NY.

v

)
/

"II/////})
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All Souls Episcopal Church,
88 Nicholas Ave at
West 114th Street, NYC, NY.

Vera and Fred married on
Friday 9/21/1917.
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1919 Studio Directory

H. VERA PEARCE 1890-1949 (58)
Motion Picture Studio Directories, 1919 and 1921 for Vera Pearce

Motion Picture Studio Directory, 1919

1919 lived at 247 West 111th St, NY, NY with parents.

Slight Metro mistake on her age. Says she ws born in 1896
which would make her age 23.

In truth, Vera was born 8/27/1890, so she was really age 29. Not
23. Oooops. That's show biz.

Vera was 5 foot 2 slim with light brown hair and gray eyes. Glen
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Brooklyn Daily Eagle, New York
Weds 6/25/1930 page 6

RTISTS AND MODELS, at the

Majestic Theatre, is respendent
with gorgeous costumes...vivid
and varied! Aileen Stanley selected
chiffon for her delightful num-
bers...one of which was a knock-
out rose, featuring the cape back
and with gentle flares animating
the skirt. Naomi Johnson is a cute
and well-dressed addition to Phil
Baker's excellent piece of merry-
making. Vera Pearce, an exolic
brunette, made her appearance in
several lively sketches in a black
velvet sheath gown...rather ab-
breviated, and the beautiful medels
keep cool paradmg in breezy cos-
tumes...if any! The swell danc-
ing is nell worth the trip...go.
but leave your maiden aunt qafﬂlx

at home! Vera Pearce
Rl - .

Glen received this data from Mrs. Ramona Boyton Logan in 2014.
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Majestic Theatre, 245 West 44th Street, New York, NY

ARTISTS AND MODELS

55 Performances

THE Lo
MAJESTIC THEATRE

44th Street, West of Broadway

SHUBERT THEATRE CORP., Lessee Direction MESSRS, LEE and J. ). SHURERT

FIRE NOTICE: Look around now and choose the nearest exit
—————— to your seat. In case of fire, walk (not run) to
that exit. Do not try to beat your neighbor to the street.

JOHN J. DORMAN, Fire Commissioner.

WEEK BEGINNING MONDAY EVENING, JUNE 16, 1930

MatiNees WEDNESDAY AND SATURDAY

MESSRS. SHUBERT

PRESENT

“ARTISTS AND MODELS”

(PARIS-RIVIERA EDITION OF 1930)

AILEEN STANLEY
GEORGE HASSELL | VERA PEARCE

PROGRAM CONTINUED ON SECOND PACE FOLLOWING

Vera was
age 39.

AFTER THEATRE, DINE AT

Spanish Garden
p Savoy-Plaza Hotel Annex
58th to 59th Street, Just East of Fifth Ave.
MOST INTERESTING EATING PLACE IN TOWN
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THE
MAJESH{;‘ THEATRE

d4th Street, West of Broadway

SHUBERT THEATRE i‘.[‘.ll:il".1 Lestie Trirect boen MESSHS, LEE and 1. ). SHURERT

FIRE NOTICE: Lock around now and choose the nearest exit
to your seat, In case of fire, walk (not Iun} to
that exit. Do not try to beat your neighbor to the street.

JOHN J. DORMAN, Fire Commissioner.

WEEK BEGINNING MONDAY EVENING, JUNE 16, 1930

MaTiners WEDNESDAY AND SATURDAY

MESSRS. SI-I-U]?.-E:RT 6! 1 6! 1 93 0

PRESENT

“"ARTISTS AND MODELS™

(PARIS-RIVIERA LDIII(]‘I OF 1930)

AILEEN STANI
| GEORGE HASSELL | VERA PEARCE

PROGRAM CONTINUED ON SECOND PAGE FOLLOWING

AFTER THEATRE, DINE AT

Crutels

Spanish Garden

Savoy-Plaza Hotel Annex
58th to 59th Street, Just East of Fifth Ave.
MOST INTERESTING EATING PLACE IN TOWN
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Always Open— Breakfast — Luncheon — Dinner — After Theatre
MAI?IYSD AVENUE AT 59TH . BROADWAY AT 82ND STREET
"From 8 sandwich to a National Institution”

PROGRAM CONTINUED [

the majestic

MUSIC BY HAMNOLD STERN AND EENIE GOLDEN
DMALOGUE STAGED BY FHANK SMITHSON
DANCES BY PAL'MERE BHANDEAUX
ORCIESTRA UNDER DIRECTION OF MAX METH
COSTUMES DESIGNED BY ERNEST SCIIBATS
SETTINGS RBY WATS0ON BAERATT

CAST OF CHARACTERS

(1IN THE ORDER OF APPEARANCE)

PIERRE ........ TRt A R e G ..HALFRED YOUNG
BOURNET . il it S GEORGE DEL DREGO |
MAURICE. (i waanns U GEORGE HASSELL
MR. HARRIS ©0tvieieienrennnnnnnn. N STANLEY HARRISON
WAITER ©vvvovrirennens e .ee. HARRY WELSH
TR D I NAOMI JOHNSON
GIRL o i SR e R DOROTHY DRUM
PANL: o i e g s O ESERY PIERCE
) e i o 0 o e ....VERA PEARCE
MRS, MAURICE +vvvvreirineeeannn. eens v mnd] AILEEN STANLEY
MARIE .ottt ttiinianeeaeereetessssnnnnnnens .DOLORES DE MONDE
SUZANNE ©iiiiv i i S vverseeer . MARY ADAMS

| BOTEER s i N R e .ARCHIE ROBERTS
NANETTE .cvenvnnnnn. S P .v...HAZEL HARRIS |
3] o £ KAY SIMMONS |
KAY oereerenennnnaansssensesessssnsnnnnsnssssesssersees . KAY MeKAY
POLICERMOMAN o i o h e DIMPLE REIDE

| BLOMDE " i s e JANE MANNERS
BRUNEERLE oo s o i ik s e e ELAINE ORLOVE |
ATTENDANT oottt e e eans KAY SIMMONS |
SWIMMING INSTRUCTOR .vvvnnineeeieeeeinnnnnnns VIOLET CARSON
FIRSE GIRT . o ttinne ko i s i VIVIAN HALL
BECOND GIRL e S e o, DOROTHY DRUM

FROGEAM CONTINUED ON SECOND TACE FOLLOWING
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SANSHEEN

NEW KAYSER HOSIERY
with that smart dull
appearance—

30D = op == Y5

New and Finer . . .

with more strength and

RAYSER

very, very sheer . . .. At better stores and at the Kayser
Shop—Fifth Avenue & 41st Street

greater clearness and

@192, J. K, & Co. *Trade mark applied for,

PROG ﬂﬁ!‘rl C!’.}"q' TINUED

SYNOPSIS OF SCENES
ACT I

Scene 1—Cafe Parisienne, overlooking the Mediterranean. 11 P. M.
Scence 2 Parade of Show Girls.
Scene 3—Jeanetle’s boudoir. A few minutes later. * Vera plavs
Seene d—Artists and Models Ballet. J ptt y
Secene 53— Salon of Mauriee’s Villa. A few minutes later, eanetie
Seene 6—PHIL BAKER.

! Secene 7 Banquet scene in Cafe DParisienne,

PROGCEAM CONTINUED ON SECOND PAGE FOLLOWING

What! . . Dine by Electric Light?

Ahsulutﬁ;]}' not! If the warm feeling of friendship is to pervade
the room-—set out candlesticks and fill them with lighted Waxels
.« .« the world's loveliest candles, made by
Will & Baumer, leadérs sinee 1833, Sold by
dealers, N. Y. Sales Office, 15 E. 32 Street.

: WSSM'

haxels s
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ORRIS PLAN Certificates are 1009 safe, backed by our
entire resources. No depreciation in value. May be
cashed par at any time. Issued in denominations of $50 or
more. They may be purchased outright or on installments.

THE MORRIS PLAN CO. OF N. Y.

-
Proweers oF INDUSTRIAL THE ™8 83 West 42nd St.
: =~ HMORRIS . . .
Bawrkinz . - New York

- PLAN -
‘*\.\//’

Hesourees oper $47,000,000

: PROGRAM CONTINUED |I
ACT 11
Seene 1— Exterior of the Sehool of Art. Six weeks later,
Scene 2 Wesley Pieree and Hazel Harris,
[ Seene 3 “The Tree.” Sung by Pierre; danced by Rosemary Deering. ‘

[ Seene 4—TFromt of Solarium.

l Seene 5—Intevior of Solarium, |
Scene 6 PHIL BAKER, Naomi Johnson and Bovs,
Seene T—DPierre’s studio.
Seene 8—Aileen Stanley.
Seene 9— Nargileh.” Daneed by Miss Florenee,

Scene 10—“Sex Appeal.,” Danced by Kay Mekay, assisted by the little
I Muodels,

Seene 11—Terrace of the Hotel De Maxim, on the Riviera.

MUSICAL NUMBERS
ACT 1
I SCENE ONE
1—*Perfect Models™. .. oo JArnsts and Models Dancers
g Ups and Downe"s svwismsssssmnnr s gsewmss s v Panl and Enscmble
J—*Budapest™ ... i * coJeanette and  Ensemble
SCENE THREE
“My Real Tdeal™. ..ot brraairreaae e Suganne and Marie
l PROGEAM CONTINUED ON SECOMND PAGE FOLLOYWING
T e e s e e T ———

/{":
STE toward the permanent establish-

ment of a quality product, 15 ac-

F l RST ceptance by the influential portion of the
New York

public. Magazine Program
THE / advertising  provides just such  cfficient

and direct contact.
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Highest Roof in All New York
Featuring
DON BIGELOW and His Sophisticates
DINEKE — DANCE
Luncheon=—I}nner—Supper
Do, Bl et kC 56th St. at 7th Ave.
Also npnf_llﬁ:im?nturlnin- Your home for a day, o month or a year,
I PROGHAM CONTINUED
SCENE FIVE
1—Ballet ........... Rosemary Deering and Artists and Models Ballet
2 SRo-Ro-Rollin® Along”
3—“*Jimmie and Me” iieisrratarsrsnesenensesJAlleen Stanley
4-#0ld Lady in the Shoe™
5—"*Two Perfect Lovers”™. .oovooivninnaas, voreessoBuzanne and Pierre
6—“Parisian Tange™. ....ccouiiuas ke eee e Paul and Nanette
SCENE SEVEN
1—*Perfect Models™ ..... T Pierre |
SRl conamnenenssmes g B e, B Miss Florence
3—"In Old Havana Town”..ccviiviiioennnnnss Phil Baker and Girls
Ao BB o acan 30 v g e o B e wyalh a8 et e Entire Company
Accompanied by Havana Cubanola Rumba Band
' ACT II
| SCENE ONE
1—“Dance, Dance, Dance™. ....... ... R R R Ensemble
| 2_“Without a Shadow of a Doubt™ ............... Suzanne and Pierre
By Ord Hamilton !
3,_“] OVET vvevanige.-Marie, Paul and Ensemble
—T Want ‘Luu to Love Me™....... * ...... Maurice and Jeanette |
, SK,I‘NE TWO
| DI BIICE o i v e s i i i o i ) i 8 o e Paul and Nanette
SCENLE THREE
“The Tree”. ............5ung by Pierre: danced by Rosemary Deering
SCENE EIGHT
$Where, Yous Are® L s iesiiiauns daisnaueii i Aileen Stanley
SCENE NINE )
“Margileh™, ........... Miss Florence (Ellen Speeler and Vivian Hall)
SCENE TEN
“Sex Appeal™ ..ot Kay and Little Models
|  SCENE ELEVEN
Fimale s oo Suiid v TR R R e Entire Company
|
| PROGEAM CONTINUED ON SECOND PAGE FOLLOWING
e e = gomese o o o,
[331

76



the majestic

FPROGHEAM CONTINUED

| “ARTISTS AND MODELS” SHOW GIRLS—Marian Alden, Emmita Casa-
nova, Dolores Bara, Theresa Meredith, Jeannett Mundel, Vasilka

; Dimple Riede, Alicia Parnahay, Svlks Fontaine, Dorothy Drum, Helen
| Worth, Peggy Fish, Yivian Hall, Bobby Hamilton, Elaine Orlove, Jane
Manners, Gloria Christy, Patricia Marquise, Jose Larkin.
| SARTISTS AND MODELS" DANCERS—Violet Carson, Lillian Carson,
i Alvina Carson, Peggy Thomas, Ruth Bannon, Inez Goetz, Jeanne Wal-
| ton, Esther Whetton, Georgia MacTaggart, Verta Kunkel, Dorothy
Goodman, Jane Love, Margot Nelson, Rosalie Milan, Maxine Darrell,
Pegay O'Day, Evelyn Fored, Sally Ritz, Eleanor Whitney, Jackie Mar-
quise, FEthel Dunton.
GCENTLEMEN OF THE ENSEMBLE—Jimmie Carr, Jack Fago, Al Bloom,

George Del Drego, Kaji Hansen, John Perkins, William Burdee.

Petrova, Georgia MacKinnon, Mary Clark, Alice Wood, Billy Hill,

Frazier MeMahon, Ed Murray, Gus Quinlan, Fred Packard, Jack Ross,

CREDITS
Costumes exceuted by FEoaves, Schneider & Blythe., Furnishings by Steen Brothers,  Shoes Ly
La Kay Boot Shep. Seanties and hrassieres Ly Model Brassiers Co,

=ednlies iI.:I:II.I Lrassieres |.|-_'. Il‘u' ﬁlﬁd.ll Hrii}bu-r{' E_:ulnrr;u:.y'.

THE SOHMER PIANG USED HERE EXCLUSIVELY

This thealre is sanitized by means of the Perfumed Aerozonator Air I"Llri.r}’ius Blocs—
mfd. U. 5, Sanitary Specialties Corp., New York-Chicago.

For Beoefits at this Thealre, apply te Beoefit Depactment, 236 West 43th Steeet.

The miinEge ment is not l'l':'|iu|‘|5i]1[i! for the losa of |1¢-:rsq:|:|,'|.1 properly unless ehecked in the
chieck-raom.

Thiz theatre designed by Herbert I, Krapp.

06 5RﬂAﬂHfﬁ?"af 44u,J- RN
gffaﬂf o AFTER THEATR ATRE ™ T

Tel, Bryant 2 ﬂr4

EVENING
MATINEE REVUE v RIFORMANCES

Lunch, 33¢c—Dinner, $1.25-—A la Carte at All Hours.

T
12

[ 851
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who's who
in the cast

PHIL BAKER was born in New York
City, where he received his schooling.
Early in life he became intrigued by
the accordion and found that pains-
taking practice made it possible to
coax real melody from this seemingly
unpromising instrument. He has car-
ried his studies to the point of having
guccessfully adapted a number of Bee-
thoven's works to its supposed limita-
tiong. Mr. Baker entered vaudeville as
partner of Ben Bernie, and for a num-
ber of years the act of “Bernie and
Baker” was a welcomed headliner. At
that time he confined himself to the
accordion and to being a “feeder” or
straight character man for Mr. Bernie,
the comedian of the act. His own keen
sense of comedy was a later develop-
ment. On the legitimate stage his de-
but was made on the Ziegfeld Roof.
This was followed by an engagement
on the Century Roof. He has since
been seen in “The Music Box Revue,”
the second edition of “The Greenwich
Village Follies,” three editions of
“Artists and Models,” “A Night in
Spain,” “Gay Paree” and “Pleasure
Bound.”

GEORGE HASSELIL: was born in
Birmingham and was graduated from
Malvern College, England. e had de-
termined upon a military career and
enlisted in the British Army, but soon
wearied of the life. His second love
had always been the stage and, in 1900,
he made his debut in “The Ladder of
Life,” Melbourne, Australia. His first
appearance in New York was in “Her
Own Money,” which was followed by
roles in “Rachel,” “Rule of Three” and
“The Tempest.” His principal appear-
ances in musical productions have
been in “The High Cost of Loving,”
“The Student Prince,” “Countess Ma-
ritza” and “The Circus Princess.” Mr.
Hassell's greatest desire is to win a
nice motorboat in a two-dollar raflle
and then inherit sufficient money to be
able to retire and run the boat.

Continued on page 39
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the majestic

SPECIAL DAILY BLUE PLATES 4f

Ouer-Vew Restaurant Moderne..

V04AW. 42718,  Famous for Chicken and Spaghels;

near 6" (lye. BLUE PLATE
40W.336T | 125 WAS%sT. CHICKEN DINNER
Bet- Bway & 5%le| Bet Buway & 6" Wil Spaghells and Vegelubles
DOWNTOWN MNEWARK .151

who's who in the casl
Continuesd

AILEEN STANLEY was born in Chi-
cago, I, of English ancestry, her
parents having come to  America
shortly before her birth. She received
her education in grammar and high
scehools in her native town. Her the-
atrical career began in vaudeville with
a brother, the aet rizsing 1o a headline
position under the name “Aileen and
Stanley.” After nine vears in the two-
a-dav, she went to London to star at
the Kit-Kat Club with such success
that she appeared at a command per
formance before King George and as a
guest of the Prince of Wales at a num-
ber of receptions. With a repertoire of
over 00 songs, Miss Stanley holds a
record in the sale of phonograph dises,
over twenty-five million copies having
been sold, In the realm of sport she

made his debut as Detlef in “The Stu-
dent Prinece,” Chicago — summer of
1425 — afterwards playing the name
role, His bow to New York was made
in “The Great Temptations,” opening
at the Winter Garden, May 15, 1926,
Principal New York appearances since
have been as Capiain Bob Everett in
“"Hall o Widow” and as Captlain Carl
Labizco in “Rosalie.”

STANLEY HARRISON has been scen
by New York theatregoers as Adams
in “A Lady's Name™; Sergeant Birds-
eve in “Walch Your Neighbor'; Mea-
kin in "An Exchange of Wives™; Cuth-
bert in “As You Were”: Walters in
“Whispering Wires”: Henley in “The
Creaking Chair’”; Daron Sakuskine in
“The Circus Princess”; Judge in “The

has acquired a notable collection of  Mulberry Bush,”™ and Inspector Burke
swimming trophies. Her most recent in "The Jeade God.”
appeatance i New York was I pavg youR OWN WHO'S WHO—
SASHER RO, Save vour programs in o an orderly
manner.  File them s=sccurely in our
HALFRED YOUNG was born i gitractive, black, flexible binder made
Kansas UI[}-’, Mo. In 1924 he won a Esveflju”:‘- {or that purpose, Sent
scholarship and studied in the opera postpaid for $1.00 by the New York
department of a Rochester, N. Y., Theatre Program Corporation, 108-
school. Following a year there, he 114 Wooster Sireet, New York City.
[ a9 ]
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Majestic Theatre
245 West 44th Street,
New York, NY

oL y Ay

The Majestic Theatre, 44th St, NY
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Brooklyn Daily Eagle, NY, Weds 6/11/1930

New ‘Artists and Models’
Arrives Theater News

The Theater

By. ARTHUR POLLOCK ——

‘Artists and Models, Paris-Riviera Edition of 1930,
Arrives at the Majestic Theater in Manhattan

The Messrs. Shubert have made an entertainment that began life
as a musical comedy into a revue with a trifle of plot and called it
“Artists and Models.” Of this perennial revue it is described as the
“Paris-Riviera Edition of 1930.” Watson Barratt has designed pretty
Riviera settings. The best things in it are Phil Baker, the man who
answers him back from a box, and “The Rumba,” a dance attributed
to Havana and accompanied by the seductive garglings of the Havana
Cubanola Rumba Band.

Of course, “Artists and Models, Paris-Riviera Edition of 1930,” has
girls—lots of them; pretty ones. They appear at intervals in their cute
little shirts and at intervals without their shirts, It was “Artists and
Models,” you remember, that first glorified the AmePican girl with

nothing on above the waist. “Artistss ;-
and Models” is intended as a sum- Artists and Models”
A new edition of the revue period-

mer show, and a successful summer fcally presented by the Messrs. Shu-

show it seems certain to be. gcrttt At ht‘he ‘Mlbjes;l{c Tﬁ"a"ter mna
attan. us r m
It has nothing in it that can be Ernle Cloldenc yau:e% by Pt:gk

eetlled superlative, much that' ought gml‘t‘:son bm%v 1:.1 m;: B::ndeégx.
to Le flattered to hear eself de- g3 Dy Watson Darra -
scribed as medlocre. It is just a 223';: yA!ﬁzgegt‘&B '.“&m‘." n:':'.’

" ” I, v P " Wel De-
Show' no ‘ttemp b belng made to la:res Deerilo:::.c ill You:l:.h' Rose-

surpass anything else, merely an|| pn.ry Deering, Archie Robcmfmlny

effort to get together a sufficiently 'ngflc:y. u;;y Ad:rx?:. le:mt 8.1& nson,
varied assortment of the usual St:xgleey :larrl :l. 'I‘;m'y orne, Rnh'

things that can be relied on to at- || Brothers, Miss FPlorence and Phil
tract the kind of crowd that fills|} Baker. =1
New York in the summer.

Page 1 of 3
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tract the kind of crowd that f{fills
New York in the summer.

Halfred Young is seen @s a titled
yvoung art student somewhere along
the Mediterranean who agrees to
marry blond Mary Adams, who is
the daughter of the large man full
of funny faces, played by George
Hassell, for $5,000. The two young
people have never seen each other
before and the agreement is that
they are to separate the moment
the wedding is over. But they hap-
pen to meet before the wedding and
fall in love and then the boy gets
sore after the wedding because he
has married for money and decides
to spend it on his fellow students
in the cafe where the chorus girls
do the Rumba, after Phil Baker has
sung a song about the attractions
of Havana.

That is as much of the plot as it
{s necessary to mention, The rest
is revue, The plot is not interesting
nor the comedy funny. Mary Adams
is pretty and can dance.

Page 2 of 3
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The story suffers many happy in-
terruptions which make “Artists and
Models” a revue, Wesley Pierce and
Hazel Harris, for instance, dance,
displaying several new acrobatic
stunts. There is a scene in a sola-
rium for ladies only in which George
Hassell and another comedian, find-
ing themselves among chorus girls
who haven’t much on, have to dress
as women in order to avoid detec-
tion. (A number of the chorus girls,
by the way, are extraordinarily
toothsome.)

Phil Baker, with his accordion, and
his assistant, to whom he gives his
best jokes, appear two or three
times. Mr. Baker’s jokes are dirtier
than usual. Miss Florence, who hails
from the Folies Bergere in Paris,
dances. And the program bears the
names of the graceful Rath
Brothers.

The Rumba and the Rumba band
provide the show’s greatest novelty.

Page 3 0of 3

Arthur Pollack did not like the show.
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Manila to New York.

Vera Pearce Smith and husband Fred

1936 cruise trip,
Smith.

SS Empress of Japan
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Empress Of Japan at Vancouver, Canada

3 years later, WW2 started 9/1/1939.
At the time the Empress of Japan was in

Shanghai. Due to suspicions about Japanese
intentions Canadian Pacific ordered her to sail

straight back to Victoria in British Colombia via
Honolulu.
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THE NEW YORK TIMES, MONDAY, MARCH 28, 1049,

SMITH—Harriet Vera of Sparta, N, J.. sud-
denly on Saturday, March 26, 1949, loving
daughter of Leah W. Pearce, Services at
the Fairchila Chapel 3100 Northern Boule-
vard. Manhasset. L. l.. Wednesday 10 A. M.

Mrs. Harriet Vera PEARCE Smith
B— 8/27/1890 D- 3/26/1949 (58)

Vera’s mom Leah died 8 years later at age 93.

Fairchild Chapel
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NJ 1949 death certificate. Newton NJ
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H. Vera Pearce
1890-1949 (58)

Worked in a few Charlie
Chaplin movies, minor
character probably.

| She was also a famous
Gibson Girl model.

When Albert Einstein met Charlie Chaplin in
1931, Einstein said, "What | admire most about
your art, is its universality. You do not say a
word, and yet the world understands you."

"It's true” replied Chaplin, "But your fame is
even greater. The world admires you, when
nobody understands you."
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Mrs. H. Vera Pearce Smith
1949 lived in Sparta NJ. Died at Newton NJ hospital. Rests at Greenfield Cem, Uniondale, NY
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Vera’s former husband Fred Smith remarried to Edna Irene
Wadsworth. Fred died 15 months after Vera. Irene died 24
years after Fred. Fred was called Frickie by friends and family.

They are buried together at South Hero Cemetery, Grand Isle
County, Vermont.
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1957 Frickie Smith

DEATH RECORD
Place of dn&WlMul residence ---J.QRP*—W
(co town) state & coun
place u.iﬁ -Ci gnm—nwo———

I ength of stay in

Fospital or Instit:

NAMZ OF DECEASED erick W, Smith pueotcdune 10,155
Se!-----m.e.------.. Color or race. . Married,never married

widowed or divorced

Date of birth ___L}_O-gj Age in years 51“2"12

(yr. mo. da.)
Ifunder 1 year: month .. __. A LS T ASARERSRS SR minutes. . s
Occupation ... mE&--Emmg.--ﬂtAt.m------. Birthpla B.&t nl‘.d.,--.n.&ﬂﬂ.
Father's name ‘L_c__..&lith Birthpla rOQ L

Mother's name M--mer SRy Binhploce.gdag.to.gﬂ;;.--ég.e. .
unknown

Was deceased ever in armed forces? ...

(give war & dates of service)

Social Security number Informant HO 8‘0113 al z ecord 8

MEDICAL CERTIFICATION
Disease directly lead’'ng to Jeath Acute Ul‘emla
Duration

pue to _Malignant hype¥ension i -3
Due to %W.Wk_.m-_ Duration
Other significant conditions v

Any history of pregnancy? X 1f so, date of delivery. X
Date of operation. ... Major findings m
Autopsy ye §
(yes or no)
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Vera Pearce was a Gibson girl.

GIBSON GIRL ja==gs

Above is not her photo.
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Fashion Trends

Edwardian Fashion — The Gibson Girl

The Gibson Girl — became the first 20th century standard of female
beauty and style, named after Charles Dana Gibson, a Life
Magazine illustrator whose fanciful illustrations inadvertently
created a new idealized style of Edwardian Fashion. American
women in particular, tried to emulate this look through the early
Edwardian era up to the beginning of the First World War.

The Gibson Girl was defined as an emancipated post Victorian era
woman, who wore daringly tight corsets to create an hourglass
figure.She wore her hair long, and pulled it back into an updo
bouffant or pompadour style.
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5”\"“ TOM TIERNEY
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1915-1920 paper doll cutouts for
a young girls doll.
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VERA PEARCE 5/5/1916
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THE
TADIES HOME JOURMAL

s

A

18 West 31st Street,
NYC, NY where Gibson
Camille Clifford illustrated.
1885 - 1971 GIBSON GIRL fashion.

TS

APRIL 1895, : " TENCENTS.
The : Curtis - Publishing - Company - .Philadglpbié-j-ﬁ _

Gibson Girl

Evelyn Nesbit 1884-1967

Vera Pearce 1890 - 1949
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[Wera [Pearce|is to be starred by the
Alefro company. She's 2 handsome girl
who has posed frequentiv for Charles
Dana Gibson, Fisher. Christy apd the
rest of them. She grew up in Middle-
town, N. Y., and has had smull parts
in several staged plavs. In pictures!
she was last seen in the Bushman. |
| Bayne play, “Man and His Soul™

|

Tuesday, April 25, 1916 Evansville Courier and Press
(Evansville, Indiana) Page: 3

Body builder and actor Francis X. Bushman
He was called "King of Hollywood" until Clark Gable dethroned him.

1 ‘ TN i i"
Bushman and Corrine Griffith
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The Art and Life of

(Ch rles (Dana

A
=4

9

ﬂ\\"
Y

A The American Girl
==\ ”;, to all the World
A A &)

<

S\

Y "~ The perfect symbol of

I fashion, sex, poise and
self-confidence

s
\ 8\

Sparking the beginning of
a revolutionary change
of female roles in society

OCTOBER 1 890

104



Charles Dana Gibson Victorian sketches, illustrations and photos.
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5 cents

THE SATURDAY
EVENING POST

OCT. 21.1911

They are not Vera.
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The 1904 Charles Dana Gibson House.
No. 127 East 73rd Street. 2012 Photo

New York, NY

3/28/1927 Issue - Charles Dana Gibson

RESIDENCE OF MR, CHARLES DANA GIBSON,
Vo. 127 East 734 Street, New York City, MeKim, Mead & White, Architects,

1904

1867—1944 (77)
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In August 1979, my girl friend knew a group of NYC theatre friends
who put on backyard plays in Sparta NJ. Vera Pearce’s birthday
was August 27; she was being honored by her nephew who lived at
the Sparta home.

We drove route 80 West to route 15 North. The home was off a
main road, hidden by woods and tall yellow grass, accessed by a
winding dirt road. It was an attractive rustic house possibly built in
the 1920s.

There were about 18 people around the indoor buffet area that had a
long table. The friendly male host grilled my about my last name
Pierce. He said the home use to belong to his actress Aunt Vera
Pearce. He said that Vera came from Middletown NY. | had no clue.

After dinner, the NYC actresses put on a backyard show.

The outdoor platform, 12x16 and 1 foot high, had dangling ropes for
floating Shakespearian characters. When a scene finished, the
NYC actor/actresses would plop to the ground. It was mysteriously
dark outside with some low lights. We 12 or so audience members
watch the serious acting.

| did not know anything about Vera for another 20 years.
| believe that | found the host around 2021, buried in Ocean County
NJ.

107



108



