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Chapter 01320   1890 

 

Harriet Vera ‘VERA’ PEARCE 

And 

Fred Smith 

 

Middletown, NY,  

and NYC, NY 

 

Henry James Pearce branch #2, generation #6.  

 

Vera is the 3rd great granddaughter of Henry Pearce #1 

 

Vera is the same generation as cousin Albin Pierce. 

 

9/19/2024 
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1/1/1916  Metro  Film star Vera Pearce. 
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The Theodore and Leah Pearce 1907 family lived at 75 West 

Main Street, Middletown, New York. 

Glen graduated 1967 Orange County Community College at Middletown 

NY.  He enjoyed the town. 
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2024 former home of Theodore Pearce and his wife Leah Fort. 
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H. Vera Pearce age 21 was baptized 3/17/1912 at All Soul’s 

church at West 114th Street, NYC. 
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The Theodore Pearce family lived her in 1911.  Vera was age 21. 
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Two block away from Vera’s place. 
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Strand Theatre, West 47th Street, NY opened 4/11/1914.   

It was the largest cinema in NYC seating 3,500 people.   
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50 cent orchestra seat. 
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Vera Pearce 
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Note that Vera Pearce is mentioned in 1916 with silent screen 

stars such as the Barrymore’s, Bayne and Bushman. 
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News of Motion Picture World newspaper, Sunday 4/30/1916.   

Also The Withita Eagle newspaper. 
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MAN AND HIS SOUL 
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1/31/1916 
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Vera Pearce posed for oil Victorian paintings by famous artist 

J. Campbell Phillips.  Vera was painted in “The Fairy Tale” 

and “The Age of Wonder”.  
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Billie Burke was a famous 

actress.  20 years later, she 

was the Good Witch in the 

1939 Wizard of OZ. 

 

Photo is Burke with Judy 

Garland in 1939. 
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Racine Journal News, 9/21/1917 
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5/20/1916 

Vera Pearce and her airplane cotton balls. 
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I will look for better copy.  Glen 
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Hayakawa was a fa-

mous 1916 actor.  He 

appeared in the 1957 

movie ‘Bridge on the 

River Kwai’. 
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Wish we 

could find 

those mov-

ie reels. 



55 

1917 
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President Wilson and the House declared war, 373 to 50, on Ger-

many on 4/6/1917, nearly 3 years after WW1 started. 

 

Vera Pearce and Captain Frickie (Fred) Smith were dating in NY. 

They would marry 5 months later. On 9/17/1917. 

 
Fourteen months later, a ceasefire and armistice was declared on 

11/11/1918 at 11 PM.   Shorty after, the Spanish Flu was brought to 

America.   

 

Our Mrs. Minnie Mulvaney Pierce died 5/13/1918 age 55 after 9 

days with the flu.  She was the wife of our 4th generation Albert 

Wesley Pierce of 90 Pier Lane, Fairfield NJ. 
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Frickie (Fred) Smith joined the Army on 5/29/1917, a month after 

the US declared war on Germany.  He was stationed at 3 US forts, 

mostly as a Captain.  The best station being Fort Wadsworth in 

Staten Island NY.  It appears that he and Vera had an apartment at 

66 East 86th Street, NYC. 

 

WW1 ended 11/11/1918.  Nine months later, Frickie was discharged 

8/26/1919. 

 

Vera Pearce’s younger sister Ruby Pearce married an Fred’s Ar-

my friend Charles Herzer.  Ruby grew up in Walden NY.   

 

Ruby daughter Joan Herzer married Don Miller Sr., had a child Don 

Jr. who graduated 1965 West Essex High School with Glen Pierce.  

I remember Don asking me if we were related but since my last-

name spelling was different, we did not figure this out.  I lost track of 

Don who died 2004.  He was super smart in HS.  Was our baseball 

statistician while I played on the team. 
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9/21/1917 Church of the Archangel, All Souls Church, NYC, NY.  

Harriet Vera Pearce married Frederick Wilmot Smith. 

 

Our Helen Herzer notes that Fred was living 1917 at 68 East 86th 

Street, NYC, NY.  (Glen lived one street away 1977-1978 at East 

85 St and Yorkville.)  Fred was an Army Captain in WWI.  He was 

stationed at Fort Wadsworth, Staten Island NY before the mar-

riage.  I suppose the East 86th Street apartment was after they 

married. 
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9/21/1917 
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Vera and Frickie (Fred) married in this 1917 NYC 
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All Souls Episcopal Church, 

88 Nicholas Ave at  

West 114th Street, NYC, NY. 

Vera and parents lived at 

247 West 111th street, NYC, 

NY.  Just 3 blocks from the 

church. 

 

Fred was stationed at Fort 

Wadsworth, Staten island, 

NY. 

Vera and Fred married on 

Friday 9/21/1917. 
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Guardian of the Narrows. 
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1919 Studio Directory 
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Vera Pearce 

Glen received this data from Mrs. Ramona Boyton Logan in 2014. 
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Majestic Theatre, 245 West 44th Street, New York, NY 

Vera was 

age 39. 

55 Performances 

ARTISTS AND MODELS 



72 



73 



74 



75 



76 



77 



78 



79 



80 



81 

Page 1 of 3 



82 

Page 2 of 3 

 



83 

Page 3 of 3 

Arthur Pollack did not like the show. 
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1936 cruise trip, Manila to New York. 

Vera Pearce Smith and husband Fred 

Smith. 

SS Empress of Japan 
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Mrs. Harriet Vera PEARCE Smith 

B– 8/27/1890   D– 3/26/1949  (58) 

Vera’s mom Leah died 8 years later at age 93. 

Fairchild Chapel 
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NJ 1949 death certificate.  Newton NJ 
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Vera’s former husband Fred Smith remarried to Edna Irene 

Wadsworth.  Fred died 15 months after Vera.  Irene died 24 

years after Fred.  Fred was called Frickie by friends and family.  

 

They are buried together at South Hero Cemetery, Grand Isle 

County, Vermont. 
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1957 Frickie Smith 
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Vera Pearce was a Gibson girl. 
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Charles Dana Gibson Victorian sketches, illustrations and photos. 

They are not Vera. 
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1867—1944  (77) 
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In August 1979, my girl friend knew a group of NYC theatre friends 

who put on backyard plays in Sparta NJ.  Vera Pearce’s birthday 

was August 27; she was being honored by her nephew who lived at 

the Sparta home. 

We drove route 80 West to route 15 North.  The home was off a 

main road, hidden by woods and tall yellow grass, accessed by a 

winding dirt road.  It was an attractive rustic house possibly built in 

the 1920s. 

There were about 18 people around the indoor buffet area that had a 

long table.  The friendly male host grilled my about my last name 

Pierce.  He said the home use to belong to his actress Aunt Vera 

Pearce.  He said that Vera came from Middletown NY.  I had no clue.    

 

After dinner, the NYC actresses put on a backyard show.  

 

The outdoor platform, 12x16 and 1 foot high, had dangling ropes for 

floating Shakespearian characters.  When a scene finished, the 

NYC actor/actresses would plop to the ground.  It was mysteriously 

dark outside with some low lights.  We 12 or so audience members 

watch the serious acting. 

 

I did not know anything about Vera for another 20 years. 

I believe that I found the host around 2021, buried in Ocean County 

NJ. 
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