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Chapter 0299    1838 

 

WILLIAM HENRY ‘WILL’ PEARCE 

1838-1913  (74) 

and 

Jane ‘Jennie’ Stratton 

 

Fairfield and Newark NJ 

 

Henry James Pearce branch #2, generation #4.  

 Will is a great grandson of Henry Pearce #1 

Will is the same generation as cousin Albert Pierce. 

8/24/2024 
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Frank and Etta had birthday’s one day apart. 

 

Frank did not marry.  Etta died age 14 from an 1891 kerosene 

lamp accident. 

William and his brother Theodore Pearce were part of the 1861 

committee for the Union Pic-Nic at the FDRC. 

 

I need to find William’s Civil War records at Washington DC.  

I assume that Theodore was not in the service. 
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On 7/1/1863 , these fellows were drafted into the US Army.  Wil-

liam Henry Pearce age 25 is identified as a Caldwell (really Fair-

field) NJ farmer.  I see some cousins on the list.  This was also the 

first day of the bloody Gettysburg PA Battle.  Don’t know his unit. 
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7/27/2024  Glen needs to make a trip to Wash DC and find Wil-

liam’s Civil War records.  Maybe he was in the NJ 12th or 27th ?? 

 

On 7/1/1863, William was age 24.5.  He was single, marrying on 

6/16/1870.  There is a William H. Pierce in the NJ 12th who was 

wounded.  Need more research at Natl Archives. 
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1900 Federal census:  William and Jennie Pearce lived at 110 1/2 

Bleecker Street, Newark NJ.  Will did Masonry work.  Their son Fred 

age 28 lived with them.   

The NJIT school is 

on the property. 

1880 Federal census:  William Pearce age 41 and Jennie age 31 

lived at 24 Chetham Ave, Newark NJ.  Son Frank Pearce age 8 and 

daughter Etta Pearce age 3 live with them.  In 1891, living at 142 

Bloomfield Ave, Newark NJ. 
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1913  William Henry Pearce died 

At 56 Halsey Street, Newark NJ. 

Glen:  actually, William was age 74, born 11/1838. 
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Hahne and Company, 56 Halsey Street, Newark, NJ. 

Department store.  Place where William Pearce died 

1913. 
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1913: After William died suddenly, Jennie age 64 only had her son 

Frank to support her.  There was no Social Security (1935).  Jennie 

lived 20 more years, passing in 1933.   

 

Frank was a bookkeeper at Prudential Insurance Company in 

Newark NJ.   

 

1915: Only Jennie and son Frank lived at 110 1/2 Bleecker St. 

 

1920: Jennie and Frank still lived at 110 1/2 Bleecker Street, New-

ark NJ.  As a means for income, they had 5 lodgers living there too. 

 

This family unit ended when Frank died 10/24/1942 age 70. 
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