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Chapter 03955    1917 

 

LEROY K. PEARCE 

4/4/1891—11/11/1965  (74) 

and 

Florence E. ?? 

1895—?? 

 

Boonton NJ and Brooklyn NY 

 

George Pearce branch #5, generation #5.  

 

Leroy is a 2nd great grandson of Henry Pearce #1 

 

Leroy is the same generation #5 

as cousin Charles Small Pierce. 

5/2/2025 
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1915 

Seems odd since he was in the Coast Guard years later. 

 

Need to get his military record.  



5 

“Boonton Rubber Company, was founded in Boonton, New Jersey 
in 1891, as a business to recycle rubber (primarily from bicycle 
tires).   
 
General Manager Richard W. Seabury contacted Leo Bakeland in 
1908, soon after the invention of Bakelite, and began to experiment 
with molding the new material.  According to Jeffrey L. Meikle, 
Boonton soon became the first custom molder in the plastics indus-
try, working closely with Bakeland to improve the material and pro-
cess.   
 
Boonton bought molding compound from the supplier (Bakelite) and 
produced parts for a product's primary manufacturer, seeing an in-
dustrial patter of production still widiely followed today.   
 
Success came when the New York Central Railroad ordered 
100,000 third rail insulators of Bakelite to replace ceramic in electri-
fied track. 
 
Seabury brought the processing technology from hard rubber. 
Boonton "molded solid one-piece objects in hydraulic presses from 
a mixtures of powered Bakelite A and chopped asbestos fibers or 
wood flour. With application of heat and pressure to a cast-iron 
(later steel) mold, the Bakelite binder liquified, impregnated and sur-
rounded the asbestos filler, circulated through the mold's enclosed 
volume, and solidified as Bakelite C—with a film of pure resin curing 
last, against the mold's surface, to yield a smooth uniform finish."   
 
In 1933 Boonton Rubber Company changed its name to Tech-Art 
Plastics and moved from Boonton to Long Island City, New York.” 
 

See: Meikle, American Plastics: A Cultural History, 42-43, 97 

Leroy was working at this place in 1917 and maybe before that. 
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WW1 1917 Draft  

registration card. 

 

The draft board papers 

show that Leroy was 

previously a Private in 

the Coast Artillery for 

2.2 years 
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2/15/1919 Seaman’s Certificate 

Leroy said he was in the Coast guard for 2.2 years.  He sailed on 

different ships.  See the video about the Carmania. 
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RMS Carmania of the Cunard Line, 1905  
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Boonton Weekly Bulletin, 6/5/1919, Boonton NJ 

1919 

Mrs. Florence E. Pearce 

age 23. 

wife of Leroy Pearce. 
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WW2 draft registration—Leroy was age 51.  Cutoff was 

age 35. 
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Scottish rite. 

He was a retired stock transfer 

clerk. 

 

1957 lived in Brooklyn, NY.  NY SS# 

101-09-2336.  Moved to and died 

one year later in Saint Petersburg 

Florida. 

1965 
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3/5/1895—7/23/1975  

Is this our Florence ?? 


