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    Chapter 03956   11/11/1918    

 

WORLD WAR 1 

 

        ALFRED WHITEHEAD  PROVOST 

 

  Caldwell NJ 

 

Charlotte Pearce branch #4 generation #6.  

 

Alfred is the 3rd great grandson of Henry Pearce #1 

8/24/2024 
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Another view, with spouses.  Hearts signify Pearce blood. 
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Bloomfield Ave, Caldwell NJ in 1885, a year before Alfred White-

head Provost was born.  Notice the telegraph poles.  Caldwell Phar-

macy is on right.  No cars yet.  Just wagon tracks. 
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1898, Bloomfield Ave, Caldwell NJ by the Caldwell Pharmacy, 

shown below  (Peck and Hasler later on).  Alfred Provost was age 

12 at this time.  (Richard Gibbs photo collection in 2024) 
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Dr. Peck installed the first phone in the Caldwell area at his drugstore 

at 295 Bloomfield Ave, Caldwell, NJ.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1898, the NY and NJ Telephone Company opened its first switch-

board central office in Hasler's Drugstore, with 12 subscribers.  Miss 

Dora Pierce, age 18,  was the first operator. By 1905 there were 81 

phones in service.   They increased to 538 by 1912. 

 

The Caldwell Progress newspaper of 4/19/1902 states that "Miss Dora 

Pierce is now in charge of the central telephone station at Hasler's 

Pharmacy."    

 

Dora’s father Munson Pierce's fish store was down the street.  They 

lived in Roseland NJ with Dora’s mom Jenny Spear Pierce. 

 

The Peck/Hasler’s drug store was a hub for people to aggregate and 

chat.  Civil War vet Nicholas Williams, also in the Pierce tree, would 

take a wagon from Fairfield (he owned the future Dave Millison house) 

and sit at Hassler's soda fountain and chat with people.   Nick’s weak 

legs and blurry eyes gave him problems but he somehow made the 

trek from Horseneck Road, Fairfield to Bloomfield Ave, Caldwell. 
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1911 driveway of long time Thomas Clinton Provost #1 home 

1905 Bloomfield Ave, Caldwell NJ. 
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1912 Alfred Provost’s dad T. C. Provost had many acres of land.  

The 2024 Provost Square (Police station, library, townhall) and ball 

field are on that land. 
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1907 

Alfred Provost, age 20, had fun with his Caldwell friends, many 

who are actually in our Pearce family tree.  I also see his long 

time friends William Maxwell and Fred Wright who would join 

the Army with Alfred 10 years from this Little Falls NJ hayride. 

A few days later, Alfred and his older brother Clint, age 27, travelled 

to Canada for a week. 
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On the same page as the 1907 Little Falls NJ hayride is news about 

German warship maneuvers.   In 10 years before World War One 

would erupt.  Some of the hayride kids would be needed to fight. 

Kaiser William Albert the Second was the last German emperor 

would abdicate in 1918 after  Germany lost WW1.  The Hitler gang-

sters gradually took over the German government. 

On this 9/3/1907 day, our Albin Wesley Pierce, 6th generation 

Pearce,  celebrated his 2nd birthday with parents Charles Small 

Pierce and Louise James Pierce.  36 years from now, Albin would 

send 2 of his children (Albert and Ellis) to fight in World War Two. 
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Eight tables of friends playing cards on a 1909 Saturday 

night.  Probably 32 or so people.  Alfred is age 23. 

Miss Agnes Maud PECK, the 1909 host, was age 25.  The daughter of Dr. 

Edward Everett PECK and Nellie L'Hommedieu WILLIAMS, who died 15 

years earlier.  Dr Peck was a highly respected Caldwell NJ area citi-

zen.   
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Newark Star-Eagle news, 1/28/1911, Sat , Page 5 

Alfred W. Provost age 24, William Thomas Maxwell (1888-1931), 

Frederick W. Wright and Alford J. Speer were long time buddies.  

Seven years from now, the four fellows would join the Army to-

gether in the 23rd Engineers.  They would fight in WW1 France. 
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“The Still Alarm is a melodramatic play by 

Joesph Arthur that debuted in New York in 

1887, enjoyed great success, and was 

adapted to silent films in 1911, 1918, and 

1926.  

 

It achieved widespread popularity. It is best 

known for its climactic scene where fire 

wagons are pulled by horses to a blazing 

fire.”  (Wikipedia) 

 

“The Still Alarm is set in a hotel room. The irony, and the humor, is 

that the characters don't panic. In fact, they act like perfect gentle-

men.   A bellhop keeps bringing news about the progress of the fire, 

but the other characters treat it as if it is no big deal. When the fire 

fighters arrive, one of them sees a violin in the room and starts to 

play it. So while the building is burning down around them, he plays 

"Keep the Home Fires Burning.”   (Wikipedia) 
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#1 in photo — Jonathan Sylvester ‘Sylvester’ Provost  

1875—1960 was an older brother, by 11 years,  to Alfred 

Whitehead Provost.   

 

In 1912, Sylvester is age 37 and #2 Alfred age 26.  You will 

see in military documents that Alfred uses J. S. Provost as 

the next of kin..   #3 in photo is William Maxwell who will 

join the 1917 Army with Alfred. 
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1913, Bloomfield Ave, Caldwell NJ.  The town is growing up.   

Notice the trolley tracks.  (Richard Gibbs photo collection) 
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4/2/1917,   Democrat President Woodrow Wilson asks the Senate 

and House to declare war on Germany. 

 

On 4/4/1917, the U.S. Senate voted 82 to 6 to declare war against 

Germany.    

 

On 4/6/1917, the U.S. House endorsed the declaration by a vote of 

373 to 50. 

In 1917, Fairfield NJ, Our 4th generation Albert Wesley Pierce is 

age 58 living at 90 Pier Lane with his wife Minnie Mulvaney Pierce 

age 55.  A year later, Minnie would die from the Spanish Flu. 

 

Their son Charles Small Pierce is age 34 and wife Louise age 32.  

Their son Albin was age 11. 
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9/12/1918 Draft Board at Montclair NJ:  This is crazy.  Charles was 

born 1883.  Not 1884.  He was age 34, not 33.  Notice how he 

made a mistake on the 33.  I think age 35 was the draft age limit. 

 

In 1918, Charles and Louise Pierce lived in Upper Montclair, NJ. 
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Page 2.  9/12/1918 

(Glen Pierce went to the same draft board Montclair place in June 

1970.  They eventually made me 4F.) 
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Alfred’s 1917 draft card page 1.  He states that he is single.  He 

should not be confused with the Trenton and Hoboken NJ fellows of 

the same name..  
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Alfred’s 1917 draft card page 2.  Eyes blue, hair brown, medi-

um height and body. 



22 

Mustered in 

9/21/1917  
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The 23rd Engineers were known as the Road Builders of the AEF.   

 

American Expeditionary Force (AEF) 
Patch 
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3/30/1918 sailing on the SS George Washington troop transport ship. 

 

It’s time to go to war.  Private Provost would eventually become a Ser-

geant. 

“When SS George Washington was launched in 1908, she was the 

largest German-built steamship and the third-largest ship in the 

world. The ship could carry a total of 2,900 passengers.   

 

On 4/14/1912, George Washington passed a particularly large ice-

berg south of the Grand Banks of Newfoundland  and radioed a warn-

ing to all ships in the area, including Titanic , which sank near the 

same location. “  (Wikipedia) 
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1918 SS GEORGE WASHINGTON troop ship. 

699 feet length, 78 feet beam wide.  19 knots. 
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Montclair Times newspaper.  11/16/1918, 
Sat ·Page 13 

continued 

FRANCE 
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WWI ended 11/11/1918 11 pm on Sgt Alfred Provost’s 32nd birthday.   

 

When the war finally ended, on 11/11/1918, more than 2 million 

American soldiers had served.  There were 116,000 US dead and 

204,000 wounded.  Germany lost 2 million souls. 

 

There was a severe Spanish Influenza epidemic in 1918-1919 

where 600,000 American's died.  Another 1.4 million worldwide.   

 

Death carts roamed NYC and Phila.  In NYC, 851 died in a single 

day;  Phila had 11,000 in one day.   

 

Bodies were stacked in gutters.  People were afraid to talk to each 

other.   
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5/29/1919  WAR IS OVER.  GOING HOME. 

 

Leaving Brest France, heading for Boston MA. 

Alfred Provost returned to Boston MA in October 1919, and received 
a flu shot serum shot just like every soldier returning from Europe.   
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Alfred Provost returned Phila or Baltimore in October 1919, and re-
ceived a flu shot serum shot just like every soldier returning from Eu-
rope.  Ft. Riley, Kansas. 
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Alfred died 10/23/1919 from the serum a couple of days later. 

 

His 10/25/1919 caldwell progress obit says he died at home in 

Caldwell NJ.   

 

Alfred Provost was an uncle to Thomas Clinton Provost #3, 
age 7, of future WW2 Navy aviation fame. 
 
 
Alfred Provost was an uncle to Thomas Provost of WW2 Navy aviation fame. 

Also a distant relative to 6 year old Jim Backus in 1919.  jim backus left Caldwell around age 4 for ohio. 
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The Purple Heart 


