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Chapter 00729    1863 

 

CYRUS C. WILLIAMS 

and 

Mary Jane Van Ness 

 

Fairfield, NJ 

Edward Pearce branch #3, generation #4.  

 

Cyrus is a step grandson of  

grand daughter of of Henry Pearce #1 

 

Cyrus is the same generation as cousin Joseph Pierce. 

2/12/2025 

7/2/1863 Culp’s Hill, Gettysburg, PA.  Corporal Cyrus C. 

Williams, age 31, Union Army of the Potomac, 3rd Brigade, 

1st Division, 12th Corps, NJ 13th regiment, Company G. 

Wounded. 
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Cyrus C. Williams:  4th generation, He was born 7/21/1831 in Fair-

field, New Jersey.  The parents Jeptha W. Williams and Elizabeth 

‘Betsey’ BUSH home was at 293 Horseneck Road.   

 

Cyrus’ mother Mrs. Betsey BUSH Williams born 10/28/1804 was 

the daughter of Henry I. Bush and Jane W. "Jenny" LOW of Fair-

field.  Her sister Maria Bush married our Henry Harrison PEARCE.  

Her brother Bill BUSH married Charlotte PEARCE.  Both are 3rd 

generation.  Seems that you married the gal next door on 

Horseneck Road. 

 

After Mrs. Betsey BUSH Williams died on 9/15/1854, his father 

Jeptha married another Betsey.   

 

It was another Pearce, Mrs. Elizabeth ‘Betsey’ PEARCE Jacobus, a 

widow of Abraham Jacobus.  They married 6/21/1855 in Fairfield.  

The step mom Betsey #2 was a daughter of Edward Pearce and 

Hannah Stagg of Fairfield NJ.  Betsey #2 was a sister to the afore 

mentioned Charlotte.  

 

So Cyrus’ father Jeptha married two Betsey’s.  
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Cyrus’ younger brother Corporal Nick Williams had joined a 

year earlier in the Union Army, NJ 7th regiment company C.   

During the Williamsburg Battle on 5/5/1862, Nick age 19 was 

listed dead in the NJ newspapers.  But wounded Nick played 

dead for two days in the Virginia woods until rescued.   

 

Cyrus Williams age 31 enlisted 3 months later in the NJ 13th 

regiment company G.  That left their father Jeptha short two 

people to run the small Horseneck Road farm.  Jeptha’s second 

wife Mrs. Elizabeth 'Betsey' PEARCE Jacobus was their step-

mom since 1855. 
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July 1863—Battle of Gettysburg PA  

The regiment was commanded by Colonel Ezra A. Carman. It 
brought 360 men to the field, losing 1 killed and 20 wounded. 

From the Spangler’s Spring monument : 

  

“The NJ 13th Regiment reached this battle-field 5 p.m. July 1st 
1863, and with the brigade went into position on the north side of 
Wolf Hill.  
 
During the night occupied a position in support of Battery M, First 
N.Y. Artillery. July 2, in morning held position near Culp’s Hill.  
 
In afternoon marched to relief of Third Corps near Round Top. At 
night returned to right of the army. July 3, occupied position marked 
by this monument, supporting 2nd Massachusetts  and 27th Indi-
ana  in their charge on Confederate flank.  
 
In the evening moved to extreme right to support of Gregg’s Caval-
ry.” 
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Culp's Hill. Gettysburg, 7/3/1863.  Steve Noon artist. 
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Each day, Cyrus thought of his wife and two young daughters. 
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Culp’s Hill 

Over 3 days at Gettysburg PA, there were combined 7,000 deaths 

and 33,000 wounded. 

 Cyrus was wounded closer to Rock Creek than Culp's Hill,  just 

SW of Spangler's Spring. 
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1880 Pension file. 

 

Union Army, NJ 13th Regiment 

Company G.  He was sent to a 

Washington DC hospital for gunshot 

wounds in the  right side rear and 

the lower right leg.   

 

After some recovery, he was as-

signed to a walking wounded regi-

ment in Wash DC.  He was discharged 8/1/1865. 

In the future, for years, Cyrus received treatments from Dr. Love of 

Montclair, who happened to be the NJ 13th Regimental Surgeon 

who treated Cyrus at the battlefield in 1863.   Small world. 

 

By the way, Dr. Love is in our tree too thru 2nd generation Betsey 

Pearce and Job Crane.  Love was a founder of Mountain Side Hos-

pital in Glen Ridge, NJ 

$18 in 1880 is comparable to $557 in 2024. 
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7/1/1887, 24 years after the Gettysburg battle.  I wonder if the 56 

year old Cyrus attended the reunion? 

Cyrus and Mary Jane Williams lived in 1900 at 28 Myrtle 

Avenue, Newark, NJ 
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1908:  Cyrus id remem-

bered  a year after he died 

in 1907. 
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HILLSIDE CEMETERY, Fairfield, NJ 
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