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        Chapter 03070    1902    

Phone Operator 

 

DORA PIERCE 

   

Caldwell, NJ 

 

 Edward Pearce branch #3, generation #5.  

 

 Dora is the 2nd great granddaughter of Henry Pearce 

 

 Dora Pierce is same generation as Charles Small Pierce. 

9/27/2024 
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Branch #3, Generation #5. 

Dora’s parents were Munson Pierce and Jenny Spear of 

Caldwell NJ. 

Dora is at Prospect Hill Cem, Caldwell NJ as are her parents. 

I don’t have a picture of her tombstone. 
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This is the Munson Pierce home, in 2024, at 18 Orchard Square, 

Caldwell, NJ.  On the right is Personette Street that leads to Bloom-

field Ave by the Caldwell Presbyterian church. 

 

They had 2 daughters, Jetta born 1879 and Dora Pierce born 1880. 

Dora graduated Caldwell NJ High School in the 1898 class of 4 stu-

dents.   

 

Dora lived down the street in 1930 at 46 Orchard Square.  Munson 

died 1920 and his wife Jenny in 1929.   After the parents died, Dora 

moved to her childhood 18 Orchard home until she died in 1941.   

 

Her sister Jetta Pierce married 11/25/1914 to David Carr, moving to 

West Caldwell.  Glen spoke a few times in 1982 with their daughter 

Janet who lived next door at 20 Orchard Square. 
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 After graduation, when the NY and NJ Telephone Company 

opened its first central office switchboard at Hasler's Caldwell 

Drugstore with 12 subscribers, Dora was the first phone operator. 

By 1905 there were 81 phones in service and then increased to 

538 by 1912. 
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This former schoolhouse was remodeled in 1875 for a Caldwell NJ 

pharmacy.  It was sold 1881 to Dr. Edward Everett Peck (1859-

1918) and renamed Hasler’s Pharmacy run by William Hasler 

and later his brother Herman Hasler.   

 

Local historian Bev Crifasi notes that the 295 Bloomfield Ave phar-

macy burned down in 1897.  It was rebuilt with bricks. 

 

Peck and Hasler are distant relatives in the Henry Pearce tree.  

Peck became a Republican Caldwell Mayor 1916-1918.   

 

John Collins ran the pharmacy 1955-1994. 
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“The market opened in 1856 by Frank Dobbins who later sold it to 

George H Vanderhoof, who next sold it to George Lewis Thorward 

and his partner Mr. Van Duyne.”   (Kathleen Moore.2010, Thorwald 

relative) 

Dora also did bookkeeping at her father’s Butcher Shop in Rose-

land.   Bookkeeping was her career, working also at the nearby 

Thorward & Van Duyne Market at 336 Bloomfield ave, Caldwell NJ.  

In 2024, this building is next to the Caldwell diner. 
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1914 Caldwell NJ directory.  Shows Dora, sister Jetta and father 

Munson, business and home info.   
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Dora Pierce in the print dress.  It’s nice to be eternally remembered. 
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Next door to the market. 
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Sold and renamed Germania Market. 

2024  You can rent one of the apartments for $2,600 per month.  Glen. 
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