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Chapter 03954    1917 

 

LEON SANFORD PEARCE 1888-1975 

And 

Ruth Adele SIMMONS 

 

Middletown, New York 

Henry James Pearce #2, branch #2, generation #6.  

 

Leon is a 3rd great grandson of Henry Pearce #1 

Leon the same generation as cousin Albin Pierce. 

A nephew was named after Leon. 

WW1 SILVER STAR  

for gallantry in action. 

8/24/2024 
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Leon Sanford Pearce 8/4/1888—12/26/1975 (87) was the son of 

Theodore Sanford PEARCE and Leah Walker FORT of Middletown, 

New York. 

 

Leon had 5 siblings.  His sister Vera Pearce was a New York model 

and actress. 

 

Leon married Ruth Adele SIMMONS, date unknown.  They lived 

primarily in Middletown, NY and Ormond Beach, Florida.  They had 

no children.  Nut, in 1930, Leon’s brother Ray named a son after 

Leon. 
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L-R.  Ruth Simmons who married Leon Pearce.  

Iva Pearce 1894-1991 (97);  Ruby Pearce 1899-1955 (56). 

 

Pictured far right is Iva, Ruby and Leon’s mom Mrs. Leah Pearce 

1863-1957 (93) who married Theodore PEARCE. 

 

Not pictured are Leon;  Blanche PEARCE 1886-1965 (79); 

Vera PEARCE 1890-1949 (58) the actress;  Ray Pearce 1892-1965 

(73). 

 

Before Leah died in 1957, she had lost her husband Theodore and 

daughters Vera and Ruby. 

 

Blanche and Ray died a month apart in 1965.  Iva would be the last in 

the family. 
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1917 off to war. 
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Men marching South.  NY Library on left. 



7 



8 



9 



10 



11 



12 



13 



14 



15 

3/18/1919 the New York 27th division forming a logo. 

Leon Pearce is somewhere in this photo. 
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Finally going to war. 
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Glen:  I was at this NY Navy Yard about 1953 when Billy Slater 

left the Navy.  My Dad Albert Pierce picked him up. 
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Out to sea. 
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Arrived safe from German U-Boat submarines. 
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Machine gunners. 
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1977 
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Leon Pearce faced German gas attacks. 
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WW1 US Army 27th Division, 53rd Infantry Brigade, 105th ma-

chine gun Battalion, Company ‘C’. 

LEON SANDFORD PEARCE #1 

                        WW1 

Won a Silver Star for "gallantry in 

action" .  Originally, the award was a 

certificate but in 1932, many WW1 

Silver Star Awards were given as a 

metal. 

 

"For meritorious service, courage 

and devotion to duty in administering 

aid to wounded in first aid stations 

and casualty clearing stations, dur-

ing the operations of the division in 

France."   
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11/11/1918 
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Heading home to America.  Leon had to wait 4 months. 



31 



32 

The Leviathan  could transport 14,000 passengers.   

It took 10 days from France to Hoboken NJ. 
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Before heading to war, the leader of the 27th Division, O’Ryan, 

coined the phrase “Heaven, Hell or Hoboken”  

 

After the war, his book details what Leon Pearce would have ob-

served as the ship entered the New York harbor.  Leon made it 

back to Hoboken NJ. 
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O’Ryan 
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Leon’s in the book. 

Leon saw combat in both Belgium & France, and awarded the 

Silver Star for his actions ( S. O. # 86, 27th Division ). Re-

turned to the States, 3/6/1919, aboard the Leviathan, docking 

at Hoboken, NJ. It is believed he became ill on the return trip 

and transferred to the Medical Authorities.   Spanish Flu ?? 

 

Discharged from the service, 4/17/1919. 


