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Chapter 00119    1806 

 

ANDREW EDWARD PEARCE  

and MARIA LOW 

   

Fairfield NJ, Pine Brook NJ and Napoleon Ohio 

 

 Edward Pearce branch #3, generation #3.  

  

 Andrew is a grandson of Henry Pearce #1 

 

 Andrew is same generation as our Joseph Pierce. 

8/24/2024 
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Andrew Edward Pearce is a 3rd generation Pearce. 



3 

Andrew and Maria Pearce had 7 children:  6 boys and 1 girl. 

Andrew moved from NJ to Ohio. 

5 brother’s would fight in the Ohio Union Army in the Civil War. 
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My records say that Effingham Low (1745-1812) and wife Elsie 

Vreeland built this home in 1778.  The homestead still stands in 

2014 for $700,000.  The address is 102 Hook Mountain Road, Pine 

Brook NJ. 

 

Effingham had served in the Revolutionary War.  He is in the 

Pearce tree, a non blood relative, on the Edward Pearce—Hannah 

Stagg branch #3.  Later, the name Berger was associated with the 

Low house. 

 

The Low’s had 5 daughters and 1 son.   Effingham Low died 1812 

when daughter Maria was age 4. 
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Sixteen years later, the daughter Maria Low (1810-1865) age 20 of 

Pine Brook NJ married our Andrew Edward Pearce (1806-1848) 

age 24 of Fairfield NJ. 

 

Maria’s father had died 18 years earlier.  I do not know if her mother  

Elsie Vreeland Low was alive in 1830.   

 

Andrew’s parents Edward Pearce and Hannah Stagg would have at-

tended the 6/16/1830 wedding.   The church and wedding site are 

unknown. 

 

From 1830 to 1837, Andrew and Maria farmed in Montville NJ.   By 

1837, they had 3 children; Josiah 1/16/1831, Joseph 3/31/1834 and 

Louise Pearce 11/8/1835.  I bet Andrew named his son Joseph after 

his younger brother Joseph, who is Glen’s ancestor.   

 

Grandfather Edward Pearce died 7/26/1834 in Fairfield NJ and had a 

chance to meet Josiah and Joseph. 

 

Then came “the 1837 US Financial Panic which developed into a 

major Depression until 1844.  Profits, prices, and wages dropped, 

westward expansion stalled, unemployment rose, and pessimism 

abounded.”   (Wikipedia) 

 

They had 2 more children in NJ:  Unknown male 1838 who died 

shortly thereafter and Edward W. Pearce 6/1/1840  (named after the 

grandfather). 

 

I assume that Maria’s mom Mrs Elsie Vreeland Low died before 1841 

after reviewing census records. 
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Andrew’s mother Mrs Hannah Stagg Pearce wanted to stay in Fair-

field NJ area with her other adult children.   

 

With the Depression hurting the family, Andrew likely applied for a 

federal land grant known as “80-acres”.  Andrew, Maria and their 4 

young children moved in 1841 to a Napoleon Ohio farm.  Maria’s 

18 year old brother Henry N. Low travelled with them. 

 

It was time to say goodbye.  Low and Pearce relatives stopped by 

during the week to wish good luck to Andrew and Maria.  I image 

the relatives realized that this would be the last time seeing them. 

 

Mrs. Hannah Stagg Pearce age 63 was most affected since she 

stayed in Fairfield NJ.  After her husband Edward died in 1834, 

Hannah lived with her son Joseph Pearce who was her 9th of 12 

children.  In 1841, Joseph was age 27, married two years to Nancy 

Jacobus.  Hannah had other children living in the Fairfield NJ area. 

Hannah would die in 1846 at the age 68.  Buried at Hillside Ceme-

tery. 

 

Some of Hannah’s children had also moved away from Fairfield NJ. 
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Did they move in 1838?  No. 

 

“In 1838 a whole party of Essex Co. residents moved by covered 

wagon to Ottawa County, Ohio.”  (1838 Newark Daily Advertiser; 

2024 from Glenn G. Geisheimer)   

 

I cannot find that article.  Ottawa County is in upper Northwestern 

Ohio, not too far from Napoleon. 

 

They could not have moved to Ohio in 1838.  They had a son Edward 

W. Pearce born 6/1/1840 in Pequannock, NJ. 

 

Below are samples which prove that Edward was born 1840 in NJ. 
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Andrew and Maria’s next child Lewis Pearce was born 4/19/1843 in 

Napoleon Ohio. 

 

Therefore, Andrew moved to Ohio between 1840 and 1843. 

I estimate 1841. 
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Did they travel by wagon train?  Possibly some.  They could have 
also used the railroad connection, built in 1841, from New York, 
then Erie Canal barge from Albany to Buffalo to Cleveland Ohio. 
 
Could they load a wagon onto a canal barge or flatboat? 
 

Along the Erie Canal, Buffalo, New York. 
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Erie Canal—363 miles 

“The success of the Erie Canal 

started a canal-building boom 

during the late 1820s and 

1830s.  

 

Canals were advantageous be-

cause they reduced shipping 

costs significantly: costs 

dropped from approximately 

30 cents a ton per mile in 1820, 

to 2 or 3 cents a ton per mile in 

1830. 

 

 The opening of canals and the 

canal system had the immedi-

ate effect of stimulating the 

economic growth of previously 

underserved or unreachable 

land-locked areas.  

 

But when an economic depres-

sion hit in 1837, plans to build 

new, costly canals were 

scrapped. It was at this time 

when the railroad was primed 

to come of age.”  

 

Smithsonian American Art Mu-

seum. 
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How did Andrew and Maria travel in early 1840s from NJ to Ohio? 
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Ohio Erie Canal 
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Interesting article—Newark NJ 
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Napoleon OH was founded in 1832, located in upper West area of 
Ohio, 6 square miles.  For comparison, Fairfield NJ is 10 square 
miles.  1841 Napoleon population 350;  2024 8,800.   
 
“It was named after the famous French military and political leader, 
Napoleon Bonaparte. The city became a hub for trade and com-
merce due to its convenient location along the Maumee River and 
the historic Miami and Erie Canal. “ (Aparna Patel, 10/2/2023) 
 
Ohio is named after the Iroquois word Ohi-yo, which means “great 
river.”  

Once in Ohio, Maria had 2 more children for a total of 7. 

Notice the ship route from Lake Erie to Henry County Ohio.   
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Car distance is 568 miles from Pine Brook NJ to Napoleon OH. 

Did the 1841 Andrew Edward Pearce family travel by railroad 

North to Albany NY, then Buffalo, then Lake Erie?  Or did they 

go South to Philly and then West? 



18 

 

During the 1841 travel, Whig President Wil-

liam Henry Harrison died after only 32 days 

in office.  He died 4/4/1841 from pneumonia.  

He was the 9th US President. 

 

Vice President John Tyler succeeded Harri-

son as the 10th US President.  They had run 

a presidential ticket called ‘Tippecanoe and 

Tyler too’. 

 

 

 

Interestingly, his grandson Benjamin Harri-

son became our 23rd President in 1889.  He 

was a Republican.    

During the Civil War, Benjamin was a soldier 

in General Sherman’s “March to the Sea”,   

Much like our Edward Pearce and Albert 

Pearce. 
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Andrew owned 80 acres in Napoleon Ohio, of which 32 were a 

plowed farm section 22, costing $1.85 per acre. 
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Andrew Pearce probably received an Ohio land grant from the  federal General 

Land Office .  “Those dated 1841-1844 are signed by President John Tyler 

(1841-1845). President William Henry Harrison’s (1841) signature does not ap-

pear on any documents, due in part to his short tenure (32 days) as Presi-

dent.   The Land Grant enabled individuals to purchase public domain land 

from the government through credit or installment systems.”  (2016 University 

of Chicago Library) 

 

“In 1820, prices and farm sizes were reduced until 80 acres could be pur-

chased at $1.25 per acre from the US government.”   

 

“Northern Ohio drew many settlers by way of Lake Erie from New England and 

New York.” (2012 article by The International Institute for Genealogical Studies)  

 

 

 

 

Ten years later, 1851, Andrew’s nephew  Israel Crane Pearce 

would also leave New Jersey for Ohio.  He lived in three cities in 

Ohio: 1851-54 Granville, 1855-1888 Jersey  and Circleville. 

 

Israel worked as a traveling notions salesman via horse and a red 

wagon named the 'Red Bird'.   The kids would shout at him, 'I see 

Pierce', which is a play on words of his initials.   Jersey, Ohio was 

settled by many people from the Caldwell, NJ area. 
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The main street 1840s:   Perry Street, Napoleon, Ohio 

Once in Ohio, Maria bore 2 more children, Lewis and Albert Pierce, 

for a total of 7. 

 

Maria would have the opposite children as her parents;  6 boys and 

1 girl.  From 1842 to 1848, Andrew Edward Pearce worked his 80-

acre Napoleon Ohio farm.   
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The 1850 Napoleon OH census shows Mrs. Maria Low Pearce with 

her 6 children ages 3 to 19 along with her brother Henry N. Low.  

Her husband Andrew Edward Pearce died 1848.  I hope to find the 

farm location. 
 

HN = Dwelling houses numbered in the order of visitation.   FN = Families numbered in 

the order of visitation.   Therefore, cannot determine yet their farm location.  Need local 

1850 maps.  

The 1860 Napoleon OH census shows the farm Vacant.   

No Pearce/Low names shown.  Where did they go? 
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However, the 1860 Federal census shows 4 family member’s still 

living in Napoleon Ohio.  Maria and only her 3 youngest children.  

They apparently are not living on the vacant farm.  But where? 
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Maria’s only daughter Louise Pearce age 26 

married 6/22/1861 to William Simpson age 28 in 

Napoleon Ohio.  Her brother Edward gave the 

bride away since her father had died 13 years 

earlier.  It appears that William joined the Union 

Army in 1860, before the war started. 

 

During the war, William Simpson made Sergeant in Ohio 100th regi-

ment company B, same regiment as Edward Pearce.  William was 

5 years older than brother-in-law Edward Pearce.  I don’t know what 

became of William M. Simpson or Louise Pearce. 

 

Four months later on 10/24/1861, Joseph Henry Pearce enlisted in 

the Ohio 68th regiment company D. 

 

The winds of war came on 4/12/1861.   When the War of Rebellion 

started, Maria was age 51, Josiah 30, Joseph 27, Louise 26, Edward 

21, Lewis 18 and Albert 15.  A 7th child had died in 1838 age 1.   
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William and Louise Pearce Simpson were married 6/22/1861 in 

Napoleon Ohio.  Her brother Edward Pearce gave the bride away. 

 

It was a short honeymoon.  Days later, William and Edward of the 

Ohio 100th regiment were off to war. 
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3/10/2024  I think this is Joseph Henry Pearce’s gravesite at Vicksburg MS. 

The cemetery may have incorrectly recorded his unit.  Our fellow died 

5/12/1863 in the same battle.  One day different.  The fellow below is noted 

in the Indiana 69th regiment company B.  I find no Pearce in the Indiana 

roster.  We shall see.  Glen. 
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12/21/1864  Alfred Waud sketch depicting Sherman’s Savannah 

Georgia “liberation”.   The Customs House on East Bay Street still 

exists.  Albert Pearce was age 18 marching down this street in 

1864. 

12/21/1864. 
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2/9/1865 March to the Sea.  Walking North.  Albert Pearce 

crossing the South Edisto River, South Carolina on Pontoons at 

Bennaker Bridge with General William Sherman’s 17th Corps.  

 

(Frank Leslie Weekly Magazine, 1896, by Editor John Young 

Foster, friend of our Joseph Condit Baldwin). 

2/9/1865 
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5/17/1865 10 pm NY Times:  “The advance of General Sherman’s 

army was expected to go into camp near Falls Church Virginia this 

evening.  The General himself has not yet arrived in the city.” 

 

The Union Army is marching North towards Washington DC. 
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Edward Pearce of the Ohio 100th and brother Albert Pearce of 

the Ohio 68th were both at the Big Shanty Battle at Kennesaw 

Georgia. 

 

Edward received a glancing gunshot to his left cheek which left a 

permanent scar. 
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7/13/1865:  Albert Pearce of the Ohio 68th is finally home.   He was 

officially discharged 7/10/1865. 

 

I wonder if Albert knew that mother Maria had died 22 days earlier on 

6/21/1865. 

 

I imagine that his 1863 deceased brother Joseph Henry Pearce, al-

so of the Ohio 68th, is buried in Vicksburg, Mississippi. 
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4 of the 5 Pearce sons returned to Napoleon Ohio by 1865. 

Patriotic UNION soldiers all. 

Josiah Pearce age 30 in 1861, per 1860 census. 

 

Joseph Henry Pearce age 27 enlisted 10/21/1861, killed at the 1863 
Grand Gulf Mississippi Battle. 
 

Edward W. Pearce age 21 enlisted 10/24/1861 came home with a 
permanent scar on his left cheek from a glancing bullet at the 1864 
Shanty Georgia Battle.  He married 8 months after the war, 
12/21/1865, to Mittie Keyes.  They moved to Hamilton, Missouri and 
had 10 children.  He lived to age 68 in 1909.   
 

Albert Pearce, age 17 enlisted 11/28/1863, marched with General 
Sherman’s 1864-1865 “March to the Sea” thru Georgia and the Caro-
lina's.   After the war, he had “disease of the kidneys” and “partial in-
sanity”.  He was placed in the Dayton Ohio Soldiers Home in 1871, dy-
ing a few months later age 25. 

 
Lewis Pearce age 21 enlisted 5/2/1864, moved 1868 to LaSalle Michi-
gan.  He had chronic kidney and eye disease.  He received $18 
monthly 1914 pension, then $21 in 1918, then $30 in 1920.  He died 
single in 1921 age 77 with $250 debts and no funeral arrangements.  
He proudly paid off his Michigan home the year before. 
 
A Michigan lawyer found a Bible in Lewis’ room with family names and 
dates.  Lewis was the last in his family.  The lawyer could not find a 
Lewis Pearce relative to pass down the Bible. 
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7/14/1865 Friday.   The Ohio 68th arrived yesterday. 

Our Joseph Pearce is one of the comrades buried in the South.  

Likely, a mass grave. 
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Lewis Pearce was 5-6 height, light complexion, blue eyes, never 

married.  In 1868, moved 58 miles from Napoleon OH to La Salle 

Michigan. 
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Lewis Pierce 1921 death certificate. 



36 

Tombstone shows 163rd Regiment, Company G. 
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A kind 1934 soul named Mrs. Clara Day got a tombstone for Lewis 

Pearce.  He had died 13 years earlier. 
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As of 3/8/2024, I challenge the note below.  Some data jives to 

my data but not much.  Our Lewis 1921 obit claims single.  I 

think Melanie Reeve mixed this up. 
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1906  Missouri 
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Henry N. Low was the brother of Mrs Maria Low Pearce. 
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In 1841, Andrew Pearce age 35 and Maria age 31 left Pine Brook NJ 

for a better farming life in Napoleon Ohio.  Andrew died 7 years later 

and Maria ran the farm for 13 more years.  The family worked hard.   

 

Then came the Civil War.  They gave 5 men to the Union Army to 

help keep America whole.  With Andrew and the boys gone, Maria 

and Louisa were left alone to do the farm activities. 

 

It is not known if all the 4 sons and brother in law arrived home by 

6/21/1865.  

 

Tragically, Maria died Wednesday 6/21/1865 age 54 in Napoleon 

Ohio, 2 months after the war ended in 4/9/1865.   

 

The children moved and the farm dream ended.  I don’t know where 

they were buried. 

Josiah Pearce may or may not be the fellow who moved to Indiana 

and then Great Forks North Dakoda (I think it is the wrong fellow). 

 

Louisa Pearce Simpson’s life after the war unknown. 

 

Since 2005, Glen Pierce has been in contact with descendants of 

Edward W. Pearce and Mittie Keys: 

 

Carol Bland of Illinois, Ohio and now Minnesota.  Wonderful person.  

P. Gene Pearce and wife Debbie who live in Texas. 

 

Mrs. Carolyn Trainer Allen of Missouri.  Good genealogy source.   

Carolyn gave me many family photos.  



42 

US Soldier’s Home, Day-

ton Ohio. 

 

Albert Pearce was admit-

ted here in 1871 and died 

a few months later. 
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1871 
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Union Army unit and badge Summary:  sorted by enlistment date. 

 

Joseph Henry Pearce 3/31/1834—5/12/1863.   

Ohio 17th Corps, 3rd Division, 2nd Brigade, 68th regiment Infantry, Company 

D , Private.   Enlisted 10/24/1861 age 27.  Died 5/12/1863.  

Wounded and then run over by an Union ambulance wagon at the Battle of 

Grand Gulf, Mississippi fought 4/29/1863.  

 

 

Edward W. Pearce 6/1/1840-3/9/1909.   

Ohio 23rd Corps, 3rd Division,1st Brigade,100th regiment Infantry, 

Company B.  Same unit as William Simpson.  Enlisted 7/26/1862 

age 22.  Discharged  7/6/1865.   Wounded in face. 

 

 

William M. Simpson 1833-?.   

Ohio 23rd Corps, 1st Division, 2nd Brigade,  100th regiment Infantry, 

Company B, Sergeant.  Enlisted 8/14/1862 age 29.  Discharged xx/

xx/18xx  

 

Albert Pearce 6/19/1846-12/19/1871.   

Ohio 17th Corps, 3rd Division, 2nd Brigade, 68th regiment infantry, Company 

F.   Same unit as Joseph Pearce.  Enlisted 11/28/1863 age 17.  Discharged  

7/10/1865.   Enlisted 6 months after his brother Joseph died in battle. 

 

 

Lewis Pearce 4/19/1843-1/21/1921.   

Ohio 10th Corps, 3rd Division, 1st Brigade, 163rd regiment Infantry, 

Company G.  Enlisted 5/2/1864 age 21.  Discharged  9/10/1864.  

 

  

Josiah Pearce 1/16/1831—?.  Probably in Civil War but no info yet. 


