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Chapter 00126    1810 

 

CATHARINE PEARCE 

1810 –1904  (93) 

and 

Thomas D. JACOBUS 

 

Fairfield NJ and Demascus Ohio 

 

Edward Pearce branch #3, generation #3.  

 

Catharine is a granddaughter of Henry Pearce #1 

2/15/2025 
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Catharine is on the branch #3. 

Catharine did not marry. 
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Probably in 1843-1844 period. 
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Photo probably taken in Indiana. 

Josephine is a 3rd generation, Granddaughter 

of Henry Pearce #1 and Elizabeth Spear. 
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5/13/1845 land sale. 
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First husband of Catharine Pearce 
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Thomas D. Jacobus  1854 
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Can’t make out the words. 
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From 1855 to 1857, Catharine alone raised her 5 children in 

Damascus, Henry County, Ohio.  In 1857, their aged from 8 to 

25.   

 

On 8/17/1857 in Damascus, Catharine age 47 married Hugh 

O’Neal. Glen is not certain if Hugh died in 1860 in Indianapolis, 

Indiana. 

 

Catharine age 64 gave marriage a 3rd try when she married 

John Francisco BURNETT on 4/4/1874 in Henry County, 

Ohio.  He was a widower. 
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1877 

Mrs. Catharine Pearce Jacobus’ daughter Josephine, age 45, 

had a mental health problem.  Josephine was treated with 

kindness, compassion, and encouragement to work.  

 

When did this problem start?  We see that in the Spring 1876, 

she went to Indiana for help.  A year later, she returned to the 

family in August 1877. 

Note that Josephine’s Aunt Mrs. Sarah Ann Pearce Dodd suf-

fered a mental breakdown around 1856, spending time at an 

Ohio asylum.  Josephine mother Mrs. Catharine Pearce Jacobus 

was a sister to Sarah. 

Why did this 1877 newspaper reference Josephine’s stay at 

the Indiana hospital?  Couldn’t they have been positive and 

just state that she was visiting relatives? 
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Maybe Josephine had an 1876 breakdown from the death of her 

father Thomas in 1854 and the death of her brother Edward in 

1863? 

 

Edward L. Jacobus was born 1835 in NJ.  Before the war, Ed-

ward was a horse harness maker in Napoleon Ohio.   

 

He joined the Ohio 23rd Corps, 3rd Division,1st Brigade. 100th 

regiment company B on 8/1862 in Toledo Ohio when age 27. 

 

This is the same company and town as his cousin Edward W. 

Pearce age 22 of Napoleon Ohio. 

 

Private Edward L. Jacobus died 4/2/1863 in the Civil War at Lex-

ington, Kentucky.  (41 years later, his grandmother Catharine 

Pearce Jacobus died on 4/2 in 1904).  Per Cherl Rogers in 

2007, Edward (also known as Edwin) died  of Lung Fever.   

 

Edward left a 26 year old wife Mary E. Thorn.  They were mar-

ried 5 years earlier on 10/24/1857 in Napoleon.  He left 3 young 

Jacobus children ages 2 to 4:  Frank S. born 10/23/1858, John H. 

born 1860 and Clara Elizabeth born 3/1/1861.    
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Four years later on 11/3/1867, Mrs. Mary E. Thorn Jacobus married 

a good gentlemen Daniel Beaton Hartley who took on her 3 Jacobus 

children plus they would have 5 more children.  Daniel had served in 

the Ohio 38th Infantry Company B, as a Corporal. 

 

Glen needs to get Edward L. Jacobus’ CW record. 

 

Eighteen months later, cousin Edward W. Pearce was gunshot 

wounded at Big Shanty, Georgia (10/6/1864) by a glancing bullet 

that scarred his left cheek forever.  I need to get his CW record.  I 

imagine he was sent home. 

 

Both Edward cousins descend, like Glen, from Edward Pearce of 

Fairfield NJ. 

 

 

All this Civil War turmoil because about 10 huge Southern planters, 

who often were US Democrat Senators or Representatives, wanted 

to keep their slavery workforce.  The Pearce/Pierce and related fam-

ilies were affected. 
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Edward L. Jacobus  1835—4/2/1863  (28) 

Lexington National Cemetery, Lexington, Kentucky. 

Edward did not make it home to Damascus Ohio. 
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Josephine Jacobus death certificate. 
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