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Chapter 05465A     1944 

 

WALTER JOSEPH BOLEMBACH 

Early family and WW2 years 

 

Brooklyn and Staten Island, NY 

 

Edward Pearce branch #3, generation #7.  
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8/20/1907  Agnes arrives from Austria to NYC. 

Glen—Not sure about this timing. 

 

Her son Leo Bolembach left Gelsenkirchen, Westfalen, Austria in 

1910 for America.  He was about age 22 in 1910. 

 

He arrival 10/20/1910 New York, New York on the President 

Grant, Hamburg-America ship line. 

 

Confused. 
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1942 home of Leo and Julia Bolembach, parents to Walter age 18. 

 

138 Van Pelt Ave, Staten Island, Richmond County, New York. 
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June 1944,  Camp Wheeler, Macon, Georgia 

Walter Bolembach. Age 20. 
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Corporal 
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A Tec 5” rank grade is between a Corporal and a Sergeant. 
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The 15th tank battalion landed on Normandy Beach, France, a 

month after the famous battle.  This time, tanks safely landed. 

Walter was the primary tank #54 driver. 

The 15th tank battalion tanks  
were numbered as follows: 

• HQ Company: 11 - 19 

• A Company: 21 – 38 

• Who was tank 39? 

• B Company: 40 – 58 

• C Company: 61 - 78 

• D Company: 81 – 98 

Walter was tank #54. 
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Discharge 11/1944 from the hospital (tent probably) and back 

in action for the 12/16/1944 Battle of the Bulge. 



13 

Walter’s photo possibly take in Paris France about 1944.  Years 

later, Walter would have 5 girls and 1 boy.  Photo taken with 

horse statue in rear. 
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Walter landed at Normandy France a 

month after the famous D-Day.  July 1944 

headed to Paris France.   
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Walter’s photo of his #54 tank. 



17 



18 

Tank driver straight ahead view. 
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There is Walter’s #54 tank in center. 
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After landing in Normandy in July 1944, plus a trip to Paris, 

Walter’s 15th tanks were South of the Battle of the Bulge. 

The tanks raced North towards Wardin, Belgium which is about 

20 miles from Bastogne. 
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Typical Sherman tank at the Bulge. 



25 



26 

Chapter 24 in the Hugh Cole book that is noted at the end of Glen’s 
chapter.    

 

“At Wardin Belgium, 20 miles East of Bastogne. 

 

The tanks of the 15th Tank Battalion gathered in the woods 
northwest of Wardin, then struck for the village, but the German 
antitank guns on the surrounding ridges did some expert shoot-
ing and destroyed 7 of Lt. Col. Embrey D. Lagrew’s tanks.  
 
It was planned that the armored infantry would sweep the ene-
my out of the wooded ridges which overlooked Wardin from the 
southwest and south, whereupon the tank force would storm 
the village from the north.” 

 

(Glen:  I need to learn about the 7 tanks destroyed,  Were they 
Company B ?? ) 

Wardin, Belgium farmland.  15th tanks in snowstorm. 
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1/2/1945 Battle of the Bulge area,  Wardin, Belgium : These are 

15th Tank Battalion Company ‘B’ tanks in battle during a freezing 

snow storm. 

 

Tank driver Corporal Bolembach drove tank #54.  Company ‘B’ 

had 18 tanks numbered 40 to 58.  7 tanks were destroyed at 

Wardin. 

 

Walter developed foot frostbite which required attention after the war 

at Maryland USA. 

“During the Battle of the Bulge, the fighting took place amidst a sig-

nificant snowstorm, with heavy snowfall covering the battlefield and 

creating extremely harsh winter conditions for the soldiers, signifi-

cantly impacting visibility and mobility for both sides; this severe 

weather played a key role in the German offensive strategy, allow-

ing them to initially surprise the Allied forces due to poor aerial re-

connaissance caused by the snow and fog.”  (Wikipedia)   
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A DSC was won by Capt. Clarence E. Prenevost, Red Lake Falls, 
Minn., commander of Co. B, 15th Tank Bn., who was shot through 
the chest while leading his dismounted tankers to clear a minefield.  
 
Knocked off his feet, he resumed leadership, ordered wounded 
evacuated and briefed platoon leaders before allowing himself to be 
evacuated.  Walter Bolembach was one tank behind Clarence. 

S/Sgt. Peter Turko, 15th Tank Bn., New Hyde Park, N.Y., demon-
strated coolness and gallantry, receiving a Silver Star.  

The first posthumous DSC was earned by 2nd Lt. James L. Durden, 
Mt. Vernon, Ga., reconnaissance platoon leader with the 15th Tank 
Bn. in the Huelgoat France action.  
 
Lt. Durden was greatly responsible for the success of the attack 
when he went forward on foot to clear a mine field and direct tank 
drivers along a safe path.  

Pfc C.F.B. Warner, 15th Tanks, Alliance, Ohio, destroyed an 
88mm gun and crew with a grenade.  

Pvt. Thomas E. Clark, 15th Tanker medic, Silver City, N.C., 
braved withering fire in crossing a bridge 5 times to evacuate 
wounded. Driving to an aid station, his ambulance struck a mine. 
Clark was killed, the wounded were saved.  

In the entire war, the 3rd Armored Division suffered 2,147 

deaths and 7,096 wounded, missing, captured or diseased. 

Walter was there. 
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2025—As a teen, Mrs. Maryanne Bolembach Pierce remembers 

singing this 1942 song several times with her dad Walter.   

Especially the ‘Super Duper Superman’ part. 
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2019 diorama made by Glen Pierce for his future wife Maryanne Bolembach. 

Tank #54 Black Knight photo taken by Walter Bolembach about 1944. 
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This sign is on the outskirts of the destroyed town of Das-
burg, where 6th Armored penetrated the Siegfried line. 
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Walter would have driven his tank up this German road. 
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Tank #40 at Frankfurt Germany.   

Walter’s #54 should be nearby. 
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15th Tank Battalion from 7/18/1944 to 5/8/1945: 

 

102 killed, 306 wounded, out of 751 soldiers. 
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Walter’s daughters often attended an annual event in Staten Is-

land NY honoring Vets of the Battle of the Bulge.  Mom Dorothy 

attended some years.  She received this award in memory of Wal-

ter. 

It was always cold outside. 
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I think this is a different book. 
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